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At many churches on Christmas, unless you arrive early, you might not be able to find 

a seat for Mass. Once again, I can hear the complaints. “I come here every Sunday 

and these people are in my pew. Where are they the rest of the time?”

Well, as they used say, that’s the $64,000 question. Where indeed are all these people week 

after week? Who are they, and what is our responsibility toward them?

To begin with, most of the unfamiliar faces we see at Christmas Mass are Catholics. And while 

there are typically some out-of-town visitors in the mix, most are parishioners. They include those 

who come to Mass only on Christmas and Easter, sometimes referred to as “C & E” Catholics.

You probably have C & E Catholics in your family, perhaps even your immediate family. Par-

ents sometimes tell me how they lament the fact that their teenage or adult children no longer 

practice the faith. “We tried to do everything right,” they say. “Where did we go wrong?”

It’s a source of special sorrow for a faithful Catholic when his or her spouse stops practicing the 

faith. Often families never discuss this situation, figuring it will do 

more harm than good or just provoke needless arguments. That 

having been said, those of us with such family members are 

probably aware, at least vaguely, of the reasons why they have 

stopped practicing their faith.

Some are disaffected Catholics. Even if they “check in” by at-

tending Mass once or twice a year, they are angry at the Church 

for one reason or another. They may disagree with Catholic 

teaching or feel they were mistreated by someone representing 

the Church. Others did not feel welcomed in their parish church 

or failed to find help in time of need.

Some never really encountered the Lord or knew their faith; eventu-

ally, they no longer saw the point in coming to Mass each week. 

Often it is sports or other activities that simply crowd out the practice of the faith, not to mention 
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Supreme Chaplain’s Message (Continued)
December Events

Wednesday, December 7

Council Business Meeting 8:00 pm

(Rosary at 7:30 pm)

Thursday, December 8

Beaumont Holding Company Meeting

Baltimore Chapter of Grand Knights Chapter Christmas 

Party, 7 pm, St. Agnes Council #4449, 2021 Frederick Rd, 

Catonsville, MD 21228

Wednesday, December 14

Lecturer’s Christmas Party featuring Heart of Maryland 

Chorus 7:30 pm

For more calendar items, visit  

www.kofc1960.org/patapsco-council-calendar/

Patapsco Knight Newsletter
Send submissions to Co-Editor Rick 
Ostopowicz at rickounc@gmail.com

or call 410-207-0939

the prevalent view that one can be “spiritual” without being religious. Finally, let’s not 

forget the all-too-common tendency of fallen human nature to drift away from God.

When we arrive at Mass on Christmas Eve, what should be our reaction to all these 

people we don’t usually see at Mass? Of course, we should gladly welcome them, 

even if it means giving up our usual parking place or our favorite pew. But I think our 

response should go deeper.

Let me suggest several ways we should respond when we see so many people at 

Christmas Mass. First, we should examine our own consciences, not theirs. As a 

priest looking out from the altar, I may ask myself what I have said or done to alienate 

them from the Church. Has my proclamation of the Gospel been credible? Have I 

given people reasons for not practicing their faith? Actually, these are questions we 

can all ask ourselves.

Second, we should pray for those who are paying their annual or semiannual visit 

to the parish. Jesus came into the world not only to save us but also to save them. 

During Mass, we should pray that they will be moved to open their hearts to the Lord 

and find their way back home to the Church. In the same breath, we should pray for 

ourselves that, somehow, we may be the Lord’s instruments in helping bring others 

back to the fold.

Third, we should take some measure of responsibility for our normally absent broth-

ers and sisters. After all, a huge task awaits the Church in our times. When I was 

growing up in the 1950s, some 70 percent of Catholics went to Mass each Sunday; 

in the United States today, it’s more like 25 percent, and in other countries, especially 

in parts of Europe, it might only be 3 or 4 percent.

St. John Paul II clearly taught that while the pope and bishops have the responsibil-

ity to lead, the laity are the primary agents in spreading the Gospel in our times. This 

involves bearing witness to the joy of the Gospel by the goodness of our lives, and 

it demands of us a readiness to listen to and walk with those who no longer practice 

their faith. After all, a church that does not listen to the reasons why people have left 

will not be in a good position to give them reasons why they should return. So, we 

need to listen to others with empathy, and we also need to engage them with the 

Gospel and help them on their way back.

For the Knights of Columbus, this takes on special importance. Our founding prin-

ciples – charity, unity and fraternity – guide us in our missionary outreach. Further, 

the Order offers many excellent avenues for husbands and fathers, together with 

their families, to open their hearts to Christ, to be formed in the faith and to put the 

faith into practice.

So, as you arrive at Mass this Christmas, please join me in presenting the newborn 

Savior a gift: our resolve, for the coming year, to help bring others back to the prac-

tice of faith. What a wonderful gift for the Lord, for the Church and for those whose 

lives you will touch.
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Grand Knight’s Message

Happy Advent Season 

my Brother Knights!  

Let us walk this town 

in a joyful spirit with eager-

ness and excitement as we 

prepare ourselves for the 

coming of our Savior.  Ponder 

this point that there is nothing 

like the joy that God wants 

to fill your heart with.  “A joy-

ful heart is good medicine” 

(Proverbs 17:22).  What 

better time to show and share 

our joy than the celebration of 

Jesus’ birth at Christmas.

I want to thank you all for your 

prayers and support over 

the last month as our council 

accomplished more great 

events.  Robert Gardenghi 

and Matt Wrisk accomplished 

pulling together a successful 

profitable Catonsville Couples 

Night Out.  District Deputy 

Scott Luco and his wife Anne 

welcomed the Dominican 

Sisters to share with families 

a presentation of their book 

and discussion on teach-

ing families to pray.  Henry 

Dulaney has been working 

hard to sell the Keep Christ 

in Christmas cards to the 

council and church com-

munity.  Our council Degree 

Team pulled off an incredible 

Formation Degree for the 

first time in the new version 

with an overabundance of 

attendees.  

Of course we look forward 

to the upcoming month of 

December and the opportuni-

ties it brings for our fraternity.  

I personally want to chal-

lenge all of you to consider 

joining us at our “earlier than 

normal” business meeting 

on December 7th as there 

will be a special recognition 

and a raffle and giveaways.  

I also hope to celebrate our 

Christmas season with all of 

you and your families and 

close friends at our Christ-

mas Family gathering on 

December 14th.  And while 

“A joyful heart is good medicine.”

Grand Knight Bernie Wrisk
bwriskgk1960@gmail.com

in your joyful spirit don’t forget 

to continue to invite and 

welcome other Catholic men 

to join our fraternity.

 May all enjoy the reason for 

the season and the peace and 

joy our Savior has provided to 

us as we celebrate Christmas!  

Vivat Jesus!
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Deputy Grand Knight’s Message

Brothers,  this time of year can give you whiplash!  While 
we are in the middle of our Knights of Columbus fiscal 
year, we find ourselves at the beginning of our Catholic 

Liturgical year (Liturgical Year A, to be exact), then end of our 
old calendar year and the beginning of a new one.  We are 
still not quite gotten over Thanksgiving, we survived Black 
Friday, and now we are rapidly sliding head first into Christmas.  
During this mad Holiday season, let us not forget that we 
are also in the Season of Advent, the four weeks leading up 
to Christmas, and remember that Advent is a time to SLOW 
DOWN from our busy hectic schedule and REFLECT on the 
past year while looking forward to Christ’s Second Coming 
and our role in Christ’s Family during the New Year to come.  
During this Advent Season, I would challenge each of us to 
reflect on how we are serving Christ as we take the Eucharist 
in our charge to go out into the world and serve Him. 

Most of us probably have a difficult time figuring out how to 
exactly go about serving Jesus, other than perhaps going to 
church, trying to live good lives, and setting an example for our 
family and others.  Consider also, that the Holy Spirit lead each 
of us to the Knights of Columbus.  Maybe for the insurance, 
maybe for the social events, maybe because the men in 

Brothers all, Christmas is upon us. This is my favorite 
time of year! So many things about Christmas excite 
me. The sights, sounds, smells, tastes, and feelings 

from years ago and present day all fill my heart with joy.

And yet I feel like I miss the true meaning of the season 
because I get caught up in so much of the commercialism 
and secular traditions. I truly believe in keeping Christ in 
Christmas, and I understand that Jesus is the reason for the 
season. With that said, I’m not sure that the giant inflatable 
ornaments on my lawn and the plethora of Snoopy ornaments 
hanging from my Christmas tree are showing the reverence 
required for celebrating the birth of our Lord.

I suppose I get carried away, like many of us do, in traditions 
that have little to do with the church. However, I believe that 
these traditions, while not rooted in our faith, still play an 

Chancellor’s Report

Deputy Grand Knight John Journell
58DGK1960@gmail.com

Chancellor Rick Ostopowicz
rickounc@gmail.com

your family were Knights and so you joined out of tradition.  
Whatever the reason, you are a Knight, you are a Brother, and 
the Holy Spirit has lead you to a brotherhood of men dedicated 
to serving Jesus.  The work we do, in whatever job or direction 
the Lord leads within Knights of Columbus, is one effective way 
we can answer that charge to go out into the world and Serve 
our Lord. 

We have many opportunities at Patapsco to serve and I ask 
every brother pray during this Advent season and reflect on 
how we can most effectively use our God given talents as 
Brothers in the Knights of Columbus to serve Him.  Come to 
our December Business Meeting (this month on Wednesday, 
December 7th, and the 2nd Wednesday of every other month) 
to hear what issues are being discussed, what areas could use 
your talents, and what events are coming up to volunteer in.   

I want to wish every Brother and their family a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Wonderful and Joyous New Year.  I know 
everybody is always telling to be safe when we are out 
traveling this Holiday Season, and … well…I’ll say it also!  Just 
please remember that everybody doing a little bit will make a 
huge difference this coming year.  Please take a some time out 
of your busy and hectic schedule this Advent Season to reflect 
on what difference you can make.

Merry Christmas!

important part of the Christmas season. After all, what good 
is the season without all of the joy and happiness that comes 
with it?

I like to think that I see Christmas through the eyes of my 
children. Yes, they are young enough to think that Christmas 
revolves around the visit from Santa Claus, but they have 
a beautiful joy and wonderment about everything around 
them this time of year. As they make their own Christmas 
memories, they see things with a wide-eyed enjoyment that 
escapes most of us in our later years.

To that end, I remind myself that there is a balance between 
the emotional and the spiritual during the Christmas season. 
For every “Joy to the World” rendition there is a “Rudolph the 
Red Nosed Reindeer.” For every good deed there is a push 
through a crowded store. For every lighted Advent candle 
there is a snowman ornament being hung.

Few of us Brother Knights can say that we live an entirely 
pious life. We work hard to support our Church and our 
community, but we also have fun together while doing it. It 
is the balance that keeps us coming back to perform greater 
works of charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism. And that 
works wonderfully for me. Let us all enjoy Christmas, both the 
spiritual and the secular. Vivat Jesus!



Co-Editor Tim McCarthy
worthywarden7@gmail.com
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Program Director’s Report

Brothers and Patapsco Council family: The Repub-

lic and the Constitution appear to have survived 

November--not much else we can do at this point 

except to continue to advocate for moral positions and pray 

for the country and world.  2017 looks like it will no doubt be 

“interesting”.  Thanksgiving is past too, so now we can con-

centrate on the important things:  Christmas is coming!  Yes, 

it is getting a bit colder and I am sure we 

will experience some white winter won-

derland to shovel, but it still is a wonder-

ful time of the year.   The Council starts 

the season with the Heart of Maryland 

Chorus Christmas party set for December 

14th.   Also by then I trust the Second 

Period Surge for Service will have been 

electronically submitted. The Council has 

some more new Brothers; welcome to 

them and their families.  We will get back 

to serious business meetings in Janu-

ary.  Yes, there are always Council events 

planned so look at the Council calendar.  

Other officers have submitted some good 

reflections on how to celebrate the birth 

of Christ so I will not be redundant.  We faced challenges 

in 2016 and will probably face more in 2017.  There will be 

changes as there always are.   My hope to you for this month 

is just enjoying the holidays and what they represent.  Forget 

the aches and fears and live it up a little!  Sometimes we 

need a break from the trials and tribulations of life.  Karen 

and I wish all a blessed Christmas and a Happy, Healthy 

and prosperous New Year.   Keep up the prayers for those 

threatened with religious violence worldwide and our men and 

women in uniform, including those wearing blue.  

 

Mary, Queen of the Knights, pray for us. 

Our annual Patapsco Council Retreat is set for Febru-

ary 24-26. The Ignation Retreat Weekend is con-

ducted in silence and includes generous amounts 

of time for prayer, personal reflection and the cultivation of a 

deep relationship with God. Each year the retreat focuses on 

a different theme. This year’s retreat is entitled “Entering into 

the Father’s Joy”. You can attend every activity or nothing but 

Sunday Mass. You decide.

Give Yourself the Weekend Off

Program Director PGK Barry Casanova
BWCasanova@msn.com

In the Parable of the Prodigal Son, Jesus invites every disciple 

of every age into God’s loving embrace. Through that embrace 

we enter into the Father’s joy, which transforms us. This retreat 

invites us into the mystery of God’s action in our lives, rely-

ing on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius and the spiritual 

wisdom of other Christian teachers of prayer. 

The retreat is open to anyone who desires to grow in their 

relationship with God through prayer. The fee for first timers 

or anyone under 30 is $185. Please contact Tim McCarthy 

at 443-610-7584 or Ken Horvitz at 410-218-8527 for further 

information.



Financial Secretary Michael Doetzer
mdoetzer@aol.com 

Note:  This is a new column that I will be writing for the 

monthly newsletter.  It will be called Milestones and include 

member transitions and milestones in the K of C (Member 

deaths, transfers, achieving Honorary or Honorary Life 

status, etc.) I will also include births, weddings and other 

milestones if I am provided the information. Michael Doetzer  

410-242-6130

PGK Dennis Brose   Honorary Life Member 11/19/2016

Eric Bauer received his 2nd Degree at the Formation Cer-

emonial on 11/16/2016

Milestones
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Church
The Keep Christ in Christmas program is 
still available during December not only 
for cards but the beautiful ornaments and 
puzzles which make great gifts.  Check out 
our council website for more information 
and contact Henry at henrydulaney@gmail.
com or call him at 410-504-9916 to place 
an order and he will deliver.

Community
The 5th annual Catonsville Couples Night 
Out was a success this past November 
thanks to the leadership of Rob Gardenghi 
and Matt Wrisk.  Attend the Dec. 7 Busi-
ness meeting to hear the results.

The Red Cross will do a blood drive at 
our Beaumont Hall on January 3rd.  The 
hours of drive are 3:00 to 7:30 pm.  Mark 
it on your calendars and plan to attend, 
or consider volunteering during the drive 
hours.  Please contact Robert Carter for 
more information at Robert.carter10@
gmail.com or 814-602-1797.

Council
There are many restaurants looking to 
pay our non profit charitable fraternity for 
dining out with them.  We need some 

Programs and Committees
brothers to step up and plan the dates and 
advertise them to our community to help us 
with these easy fundraiser opportunities.  
Please contact your Grand Knight if you 
can help us run one of these.

Culture of Life
At the abortion facility on November 3 sev-
eral us were praying for God’s mercy when 
a girl who just left the center  walked up to 
us. She was sobbing. “I’m six weeks and 
one day pregnant and I don’t know what 
to do,”she  said. “I haven’t told my family. I 
am so scared.” For the next 15 minutes we 
offered everything we could: encourage-
ment, the promise of our prayers, directions 
to Pregnancy Center West, explanations 
of extra resources at the pregnancy center 
to care for her child. I offered to drive her 
there, but she  wasn’t emotionally ready for 
that. We pray she will follow through. We 
are at the abortion facility every Thursday 
from 11 to 12. We asked her to come back 
and  show us her baby. Her gratitude was 
reflected in her  tears.
 
Youth
The annual Basketball Free Throw com-
petition will take place at St. Mark for the 
first time this year on January 7th.  Mark it 

on your calendars and plan to attend and 
or talk it up with any kids ages 9-14.  Any 
questions contact Paul Buckley 703-859-
5194 and Scott Fridley 410-428-4946.

Charity
Our Scholarship support funds need some 
extra help due to some lower then ex-
pected turn outs at some recent fundrais-
ers this year.  Please consider purchasing 
an additional Scholarship raffle ticket this 
year or help to sell them to others.  For 
other means of supporting this fund via 
donations please contact Dennis Brose at 
443-498-3898.

Food for the Needy
Raffle tickets to benefit the Food for the 
Needy Program will be mailed soon. First 
prize is $500 and it will be drawn at the De-
cember 14 Christmas concert. Please buy 
(and/or sell) raffle tickets to support getting 
assistance to those less fortunate than us. 
Contact Paul Buckley (401.747.6480) if you 
want additional tickets.  



Patapsco Knight

7

District Deputy’s Report

With December comes Advent, the Holy Season of 
anticipation and preparation for the celebration of 
our Savior’s birth.  I wish each of you a very spiri-

tually productive Advent, and a Merry, Blessed and Joyous 
Christmas!

Our Fraternal Year is nearly half over, and we have made 
good progress on the membership front.  Most of our coun-
cils have recruited at least one member, and we have a 
number of candidates waiting in the wings.  Patapsco Coun-
cil will host an Admissions Degree January 18 at 7:30, so 
get a Form 100 in front of your Catholic friend and sign him 

up this month!  I hope to see all of our 
Councils represented with new mem-
bers in January.

Finally, our District 17 Ultrasound 
Initiative is nearing completion.  I am 
happy to report that Supreme has for-
warded a check for half of the cost of 
a new machine for Pregnancy Center 
West.  All of our councils have pledged 
a donation according to their means, 
and St. Agnes is holding a raffle to be 
drawn on December 25th, the day we 
celebrate the birth of the most Won-
derful Baby ever!  Please support your 
council in its charity fund to enable us 
to fund the machine by early January.

Vivat Jesus!

Beaumont News

Dec 9  
Pork Chops

 
Dec 16

Pepper Steak
 

Dec 23 
CLOSED

 
Dec 30 

CLOSED

In addition to our specials, we serve a regular menu 

of crab cakes, chicken tenders, shrimp salad, fried 

shrimp, cheese steak subs, and rib eye steaks. All 

meals are served with delicious sides and salads.

Please come and join us for a great evening of  

fraternity and family fun.

Join Us!

Our Knights Out Inn 
that provides wonderful 
meals to our council fam-
ily and guests at great 
prices could use some 
additional helping hands.  
We have certified cooks 
that can help to teach 
you the ropes of how 
they work there labor of 
love on Fridays.  Please 

consider volunteering one 
Friday a month or every 
other month or as often 
as you can.  To do so just 
call our Beaumont office 
at 410-744-8754 and let 
them know.  We need 
to have more members 
trained to continue to pro-
vide all that we do each 
Friday night.

Knights Out 
Inn Specials

District Deputy PGK Scott Luco
lucogk1960@gmail.com
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Reflections
Lawrence P. Grayson

CHRISTMAS: A PROFOUND EVENT

Christmas is rapidly approaching.  It is a 
time when we experience the joy and 
peace of God’s presence.  The crèches in 

our homes, the decorations and tableaux in the 
churches, the sermons and joyous music help us 
recall the most memorable day in human history – 
when God became man.

We are very familiar with the story of Our Lord’s 
birth, especially as related in the Gospels of Mat-
thew and Luke: the census, Mary and Joseph’s 
trip to Bethlehem, the rejection at the inn, finding 
room in the stable, the angelic hosts, the guiding 
star, the shepherds and wise men, and most of all 
the babe lying in the manger wrapped in swad-
dling clothes.  Yet, the images, as beautiful as 
they are, are almost too familiar so that we do not 
fully appreciate the meanings they present.

Christmas marks a turning point in human 
existence, a new era for the human race.   Some 
2,000 years ago, the Second Person of God came 
to Earth and assumed the nature of man.  His 
birth changed our relationship with our Creator.  
God was no longer an abstract, unseen, eternal, 
infinite, omniscient spirit that our reason could not 
comprehend.  God as a Divinity is a mystery.  But 
when Jesus took the form of man, He gave us 
a proximity to God.  He was a person, who was 
born, had friends, taught, suffered and died – oc-
currences which we can comprehend.  He became 
a personal God.

His birth in many ways is full of anomalies.  
Although it had been foretold by both Jewish and 
pagan prophets, and the Jewish people had been 
awaiting his arrival, St. John tells us that “He came 
unto His own, and His own received Him not.”  He 
was God the Son, coequal with the Father and 
ruler over the earth; yet, he chose to be born in a 
stable.  He was begotten, not made, conceived not 
through a physical act of love between a mother 
and father, but as a spiritual act of will.  God 
through the Archangel Gabriel asked Mary to be 
his Son’s earthly mother; she consented with the 
words, “Be it done to me according to thy word,” 
and she conceived through the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  He was born in time, yet He is eternal, 
existing outside of time.  We consider death as 
the end of our purpose in life.  Death was the 

purposes of Jesus’s life.  He came to die ignominiously on the Cross for our 
sins, to pay the debt that mankind had incurred from Adam onward.  Without 
that first Christmas, there would be no Easter and the gates of heaven would 
still be closed to us.

On that first Christmas, Jesus became truly and completely human, while 
remaining truly and completely God.  With all of the human shortcomings He 
assumed, there was never any lessening of His divine nature.  His actions and 
teachings were always those of the Son of God.  This is the essence of the 
Incarnation, the union of two natures, the divine and the human, in a single 
person who exerted both.

We now are in the liturgical season of Advent, the prelude to Christmas.  
This is a period of preparation, penitence and expectant waiting for the 
coming of the Lord.  It is a good opportunity to reflect on who we are, why 
we are here, and why God chose to become one of us.  We are children 
of God, made in His image and likeness, imbued with a soul that will exist 
forever, and gifted with reason to temper our inclinations and free will to 
guide our actions.  As Scriptures make clear, we are in this temporal life to 
work out our salvation so that we may merit an eternity in the kingdom of 
God.  Jesus, through His coming gave us the means – grace, the Eucharist, 
His Church – to attain that salvation.

In spite of the moral darkness of the world in which we live, Advent gives 
us hope.  St. Paul reminded the Ephesians that before their encounter with 
Christ, they were without hope.  In spite of their gods, they were without God, 
in a dark world, facing a dismal future.  Pope Benedict XVI, in his encyclical 
Spe Salve (Saved in Hope), points out that with the coming of Christ, Chris-
tians “have a future: it is not that they know the details of what awaits them, 
but they know in general terms that their life will not end in emptiness… The 
one who has hope lives differently; the one who hopes has been granted the 
gift of a new life.”

In the days ahead, let us prepare ourselves for a religious Christmas.  Let’s 
display a crèche in our homes and yards, send religious greeting cards, 
promote seasonal songs that praise God, and strengthen ourselves spiritu-
ally -- say the Rosary, spend time in Eucharistic Adoration, go to Confession, 
meditate on the liturgical readings -- so that when we go to Mass on Christ-
mas Day, we can be truly joyous about the arrival of our Lord.

Our recollection of this momentous birth and its implications should not be 
limited to December 25.  As we say the Rosary and meditate on the myster-
ies, we recount the life of Our Lord – from Mary’s Fiat through His Ascension 
and return to the Father.  Every time we pray the Hail Mary, we repeat the 
words of the Archangel Gabriel who greeted Mary with the salutation, “Hail, 
full of grace, the Lord is with thee,” and invited her to become the mother of 
God.  The prayer continues with “Blessed art thou among women and blessed 
is the fruit of thy womb,” the words that Elizabeth used to welcome her cousin, 
Mary.  As we pray, we should reflect on when these words were first said and 
of the birth that followed.  We should be thankful for the great gift Jesus gave 
us, which began with the first Christmas, the redemption of man.

If we live everyday as a preparation for Christ’s coming, the results will be 
profound.  For our own sake, and the sake of the people we love, have hope 
and pray.  If  we do, the world will be a different place.

May you and your family have a very Blessed and Merry Christmas!
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We believe in the power of prayer! Please join us in praying for the 
following people: 

Eric Smith, Tim Lund, Michael Guadagnoli, Charlie Meyers, and the family of re-

cently deceased Sr. Helen Marie Glaser, O.P. at Mount De Sales Academy

If you have any prayer intentions for someone in your family, please contact Chancellor Rick 

Ostopowicz via e-mail at rickounc@gmail.com to get the person’s name included in our prayers. You 

may also fill out a prayer request form on our Council website.

My Brothers All and Lovely Ladies, 

October was a very busy and fruitful 
month for us as a State jurisdiction. This 
is the month in which we remember 
our patron, Christopher Columbus. My 
very special thanks to all that organized, 
participated and attended our Columbus 
Day events. The Parade in Baltimore 
could have had better attendance. The 
Ball was outstanding. The DC Celebra-
tion just fabulous. Although all reports are 
not yet in, the Incentive Raffle seems to 
have had another banner year. 

The Fall Meeting in Cumberland was 
very well attended and those required to 
attend brought home a ton of information. 
Information that will help us to meet and 
exceed our goals for this Fraternal Year. 

Again, much thanks to our State Sec-
retary Vince Grauso for chairing the 
Statewide Domestic Church event. This 

proved to be a great day for the Family. 
The Supreme Council sent their Domes-
tic Church display for us to use, this is the 
first time ever that they have done this. 

Then the next day, we celebrated 
all those Councils and Districts that 
achieved STAR status last Fraternal Year. 
A Gala event again hosted by our State 
Treasurer Vince and his wife Mary Jane. 

Formation Degree Teams are beginning 
to be certified. This new degree en-
hances our story for the candidates and 
leaves them looking for more. If you have 
not yet scheduled your team’s certifica-
tion contact either myself or Andy Bauer 
State Ceremonials Chairman. 

From a Membership perspective we are 
doing well. At the Fall Meeting our goal 
was to be at twenty percent and we were. 
By the Mid Term we should be at fifty 
percent of our goal and I believe we will. 
We continue to grow each and every day. 

Also by Mid Term we would like to see 
Every Council membership active. This 
means that they have recruited one new 
member. Please continue to recruit and 
continue to hold Admission degrees and 
continue to get those Form 100s within 
48 hours.

November is the month when we 
remember our fallen brothers and their 
ladies. Please plan to attend our Annual 
Memorial Mass. Get your responses into 
Pat Corcoran. Remember this is a State 
Sponsored Event, it is open to every-
one, especially Grand Knights. We look 
forward to seeing you there. 

We are Advocates of the Lord. 

Vivat Jesus!

Visit the State Council website: www.kofc-md.org

State Deputy’s Report
State Deputy Stephen M. Cohen
cohensmc42@aol.com

Our Lady, Queen of the Knights, bless all the 
activities of our Order. Keep us true to our 

pledge, to extend the kingship of thy divine son 
on earth. Through Thine intercession, win for us 

the grace, ever to exemplify in our public and 
private lives, the virtues that should characterize 
those especially dedicated to the service of the 
heavenly court. Make us always aware that as 
your Knights, we are constantly observed, our 

faith judged, and our Order appreciated. Accept, 
O Mary, this renewed pledge of fealty and devo-
tion, of Thy Servants, the Knights of Columbus. 
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THE “CATHOLIC 
VOTE” 
By Supreme Knight Carl A. 

Anderson

IT HAS BEEN one of the 
most surprising election 
seasons any of us can 

remember. Among the many 
surprises was the disclo-
sure by WikiLeaks of emails 
from within a presidential 
campaign organization that 
caused great concern about 
the disparaging language 
used to describe Catholics.

The disclosure prompted the 
president of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops, 
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz, 
to issue an unprecedented 
public statement about what 
he described as an attempt 
“to interfere in the internal 
life of the Church for short-
term political gain.” He urged 
public officials “to respect the 
rights of people to live their 
faith without interference from 
the state.”

While the fact that these 
disclosures came from within 
a political campaign was 
troubling, more troubling still 
was that they were made 
by Catholics about other 
Catholics.

The episode points to a seri-

Supreme Council News
ous challenge for Catholics 
in the United States: America 
remains a deeply divided 
country, and those divisions 
are reflected within our own 
Catholic faith community.

The question that we should 
ask ourselves is: Will Catho-
lics in America be a source of 
unity and reconciliation or a 
cause of further division?

The answer to that question 
will depend largely on what 
we think it means today to 
be a Catholic in America. In 
other words, what is fun-
damental to our identity as 
Catholics?

Pope Francis, in his book On 
Heaven and Earth, written 
while he was archbishop of 
Buenos Aires, stated: “There 
are those that seek to com-
promise their faith for political 
alliances or for a worldly 
spirituality. One Catholic 
theologian, Henri de Lubac, 
says that the worst that can 
happen to those that are 
anointed and called to service 
is that they live with the 
criteria of the world instead 
of the criteria that the Lord 
commands from the tablets of 
the law and the Gospel.”

While the pope was specifi-
cally writing about the clergy, 
I think what he says applies 
to all Catholics.

As Knights of Columbus, we 
must strive to be a source 
of unity in our Church and 
society, and we must do this 

in a way consistent with our 
commitment to charity, frater-
nity and patriotism.

Many Americans, including 
many Catholics, are disheart-
ened and frustrated by the 
recent political season. But 
this is precisely the time when 
Catholics need to step up 
and more fully exercise their 
responsibilities as citizens for 
the common good. It is time 
for more – not less – Catholic 
involvement in the life of our 
nation.

How are Catholics to do this? 
Pope Francis has already 
given the answer: by living 
more fully by the criteria that 
the Lord commands rather 
than by the criteria of the 
world.

In other words, we need 
to continue the renewal of 
our own faith community as 
Catholics if we hope to more 
effectively influence our 
national life as Americans. 
Specifically, we might focus 
on six areas:

• The renewal of parishes as 
true eucharistic communities, 
with a fuller appreciation of 
how “the source and summit 
of the Christian life” is also 
the source and summit of our 
unity and charity as Catholics.

• The evangelization of the 
Catholic family as a domestic 
church, called to reach out 
in solidarity to other families 
as a source of unity, charity, 
mercy and reconciliation.

• A renewed devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary not only 
as the perfect model of the 
Christian life, but also as an 
unsurpassed model for under-
standing our responsibilities 
as citizens for the common 
good.

• A deeper understanding of 
those moral principles and 
issues that have “absolute 
value” (as Pope Francis has 
said the Fifth Command-
ment does) for us as a faith 
community and that are the 
basis for a fuller engagement 
with the social doctrine of our 
Church.

• A heightened commitment 
to Catholic education that 
is not merely abstract, but 
that seeks to form the entire 
person.

• A greater appreciation of the 
office of bishop as the source 
of unity for the local church 
– a unity that promotes a 
deeper communion among 
bishops, priests, religious and 
laity.

Other considerations could 
be added to this list. But if 
we begin thinking in this way, 
then a greater unity among 
Catholics may provide a road 
map for greater unity for our 
entire country.

And that would be a “Catholic 
vote” which would endure far 
beyond any election.

Vivat Jesus!

Visit the Supreme Council 

website at

www.kofc.org
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Fraternal 
Benefits News
2 good reasons to move IRA funds to perma-
nent life insurance
Clients want guarantees, growth, control, safety, 
protection, access, liquidity and low taxes. Here’s 
how to do all of that.
A large IRA sounds good, but it may be too much 
of a good thing. The larger an IRA balance grows, 
the greater the retirement debt that will be owed 
in taxes.
The IRA problem
If at all possible, debt should be eliminated before 
retirement. The retirees who are debt-free are 
proud of that fact. To most people, being debt free 
means having no more home mortgage, having 
no credit card debt and not owing any money to 
anyone.
But if they have a large IRA or other tax-deferred 
retirement account, they actually have a looming 
debt to the IRS. As that IRA grows so does that 
debt, just like an unpaid credit card, compounding 
as the account value increases.
While the tax debt is deferred, the deferral is 
limited due to required minimum distributions 
(RMDs) that force the taxes out with withdraw-
als beginning after age 70 ½. The problem with 
this retirement debt: Unlike the interest rate on 
a home mortgage, the tax rate on future IRA 
withdrawals is unknown.
That creates uncertainty, especially when it is 
likely that tax rates will increase. And they will be 
based on a larger balance the longer the IRA is 
left to grow tax-deferred.
Unlike other non-IRA type investments, funds 
in IRAs and 401(k)s at death remain taxable. 
There is no step-up in basis, as there would be 
for a highly appreciated stock held outside of an 
IRA, eliminating the income tax at death. IRA and 
401(k) beneficiaries are subject to tax on post-
death RMDs.
In addition, if the estate including the IRA is large 
enough, the IRA can be subject to estate taxes 
as well. In that case, there is a corresponding tax 
deduction (the deduction for income in respect of 
a decedent), but only for federal estate taxes, not 
state estate taxes.
IRA funds are often invested in the stock market, 
so they are also subject to that market risk. 
Traditionally, the stock market increases over 
time, but if the market declines when retirement 
funds are needed, less of the remaining funds 
are available for future growth. This is the classic 
sequence of returns risk that depletes needed 
retirement funds.
On the contribution side, annual IRA contribu-
tions are limited to small amounts ($5,500 per 

year or $6,500 for those ages 50 and over). Plus 
contributions for traditional IRAs are no longer 
permitted once the client reaches age 70 ½.
For all of these issues, large IRAs are in fact a 
poor retirement vehicle. There are too many risks 
and uncertainties. That is not a good foundation 
for a long-term retirement plan.
When asked, most clients approaching or in 
retirement want more certainty. They also want 
guarantees, growth, control, safety, protection, 
access, liquidity and low or no taxes. But most of 
all, they want to sleep at night.
They want peace of mind. Large IRAs will not 
provide that, but these IRA funds can be lever-
aged to gain all of that by transitioning those 
funds to a permanent life insurance policy. When 
IRAs grow too much, they need to be trimmed. 
Yes, that means paying taxes upfront, but there 
are two benefits to this.
1. Take advantage of low tax rates. One 
is that tax rates right now are as low as they may 
ever be, but you would of course check this with 
each case. In addition, not only may tax rates 
increase, but left alone, the IRA balance could 
increase as well, resulting in a potential future 
higher tax rate on a higher IRA balance. That’s a 
double tax problem, at the worst possible time, 
when funds are needed in retirement.
2. Achieve better long-term planning. 
The second reason why paying the taxes up front 
makes sense is the long-term benefit. These 
taxes will be forced out anyway through RMDs, 
either before or after death. Paying taxes now 
on a lower balance at a potentially lower tax rate 
frees up the money to do better long-term plan-
ning with permanent life insurance.
In other words, long-term, the family will end up 
with more wealth than they would have had with 
the large IRA. And more of that will be tax-free. 
IRAs should be leveraged, not left alone to grow 
a tax bill.
The first thing to do is to find out the client’s short 
term needs. That would be for at least 10 years. 
If all or part of the IRA funds are not needed 
here, then those funds should be withdrawn and 
the funds remaining after taxes can be better 
invested for retirement in a permanent life insur-
ance policy.
The sweet spot for this transition from IRAs to life 
insurance is in a client’s 60’s. Before age 59 ½ 
there is a 10 percent early distribution penalty and 
after 70 ½ RMDs begin, limiting some control.
The long-term master plan is for the family to end 
up building wealth in a permanent life insurance 
policy, rather than building a tax debt in an IRA. 
The plan has to be long-term because the funds 
in the life insurance policy need time to grow.
That should be at least a 10-year plan. The 
growth will be tax-free within the policy. The best 
part for clients: The fund is available to double as 
a lifetime retirement account if needed, except 

that there are no RMDs and no income taxes.
There is also no stock market risk due to 
guarantees that can be set up in the policy. There 
is liquidity and access for lifetime needs. Most 
clients are not aware of this benefit.
Then, of course, there is the death benefit, 
which presents an income tax-free windfall for 
beneficiaries. Life insurance is also a better asset 
to leave to a trust for beneficiaries if there are 
control, protection or management issues with 
beneficiaries. There are no mandatory RMDs 
from inherited life insurance.
What are the downsides to this plan? 
Many say that this is a very unconventional plan-
ning technique. It shouldn’t be when you see the 
ultimate family benefit. So what are the potential 
drawbacks to life insurance vs. IRAs?
The downside is that taxes are paid up front, but 
much of this money will be going to the tax man 
anyway over time. There is no tax deduction 
for contributing to a life insurance policy, but as 
you can see from the above IRA tax problems, 
a deduction for an IRA contribution becomes a 
growing tax debt waiting to be paid.
Also, with life insurance, clients won’t benefit 
from the upside of the stock market, but they 
also won’t lose money, plus they can use other 
funds for market exposure if they wish. If those 
investments do produce gains, the appreciation 
can escape income tax at death with the step-up 
in basis.
Perhaps the biggest downside is that life 
insurance is a long-term planning solution that 
requires payments in the short term for larger 
benefits long-term. Clients have to focus on the 
long-term solution under both scenarios: having 
funds in IRAs or life insurance. At retirement and 
after death, life insurance wins big and the benefit 
widens substantially over time, without having to 
hope the stock market will carry the day.
All this adds up to retirement security and peace 
of mind, something that large IRAs cannot pro-
vide with certainty. Large IRAs need to be transi-
tioned to tax-free territory using the tax benefits of 
life insurance. Permanent life insurance is a much 
better long-term retirement asset.
Contact your Knights of Columbus Fraternal 
Benefits Advisor Mark T. Bateman FIC
Mark.bateman@kofc.org 410-340-8561
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Lecturer’s Christmas Party
Plenty of food to eat. Plenty of songs to sing. We highlight 

religious carols.

December 14, 7:30 pm, Patapsco Council Hall

Cost is $5 at the door, or $15 for parents and all children

Order your 
“Keep Christ 
in Christmas” 

items at:
www.kofc1960.org/keep-
christ-in-christmas-2016


