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Patapsco Council No. 1960

Thursday, January 7
Beaumont Holding Company Meeting

Wednesday, January 13
Council Business Meeting
8:00 pm (Rosary at 7:30 pm)

Thursday, January 14
Baltimore Chapter of Grand Knights 
Meeting
Bishop Sebastian Council #5058 
(Business Meeting)
8:00

Wednesday, January 20
First Degree Exemplification
8:00 pm

Wednesday, January 27
Officers Meeting | Lecture Meeting
8:00 pm

Thursday, January 28
Fourth Degree Meeting
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Assembly
St. Agnes Council Hall
8:00 pm

Events are also posted monthly
to our Council website:

www.kofc1960.org/patapsco-council-
calendar/

If you have an event that you would like to 
have listed, please send it to 

rickounc@gmail.com.

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 6



4  •  Patapsco Knight Newsletter  •  www.kofc1960.org

Christmas Homily 2015 — Basilica of the 
Assumption

Christmas Is for Children

All of us know that Christmas is for children. 
Most of us adults enjoy watching the little 
ones enjoy this special season, our children, 
grandchildren, our nieces and nephews. This 
is especially true of really young children who 
are just becoming aware of the Christmas trees, 
presents, the cookies, and all the celebrations that 
are part of this very special time of year. They may 
be a bit wound up and they may not sleep as long 
as we’d like but there’s something wonderful when 
their eyes light up upon finding that special gift 
meant just for them under the Christmas tree.

As our families enjoy celebrating Christmas 
together we also think of those families and 
young people who are less fortunate, not only 
economically but in so many other ways. Let 
us be close to them spiritually not only in our 
prayers but also in our generosity. During the past 
few weeks, I’ve had the privilege of distributing 
winter coats to young people from underserved 
neighborhoods and families in need, courtesy 
of the Knights of Columbus here in Maryland. 
Although the warm weather really hasn’t yet 
called for a winter coat, I can tell you how much 
joy I felt when I helped these young people pick 
out the coat they liked and try it on for size.

Afterwards, I received many notes from the young 
people who received the coats. One of them wrote: 

“Thanks for the coat, Archbishop, but I’m sorry I 
don’t have anything to give you.” Oh, but she’s wrong. 
She gave me more joy than ever she will know!

Christ Is for a Child

If Christmas is for children, it is all about one 
very special Child. If our children give us joy, this 
Child came into the world to make us supremely 
happy. This special Child is Jesus who is both Son 
of God and Son of Mary. When you stop and pray 
at the crèche, please do take a moment to reflect 
on the immense love that is portrayed in that 
tender scene of Christ’s birth.

In the beginning there was only God. But the God 
who existed from all eternity was not only a loving 
God but a God who is love itself. We may find it 
hard to understand the mystery of the Trinity but 

suffice it to say that the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit share a love that goes beyond anything 
we could ever imagine. God wanted to share the 
gift of his love with us and ultimately that is why 
we exist. Something deep inside of us, whether we 
admit it or not, is longing for God’s love. In fact, 
nothing in this world will satisfy the longings of 
our hearts except God’s love.

God not only created the world but he sent many 
signals that he wanted to share his love with us 
and that he wanted our love in return. God chose 
a people all his own and he sent “prophets, seers, 
and sages” to tell us of his love and along the way 
he performed signs and wonders that displayed 
his love. Many of his signals we missed. Some of 
them we rejected. God could have given up on us 
– but he didn’t. Instead, he came in Person. God 
the Father sent us His Son born as helpless baby 
in crude manger in a stable meant for animals. 
Yes there were angels and the sky was lit with 
God’s glory but let us make no mistake: this Child 
was born, as helpless as any baby we’ve ever seen, 
into the depths of our human poverty, physical, 
economic, and above all spiritual.

Why would God make Himself so small, so 
vulnerable, so poor? The answer is simple: God 
loves us and wants to make Himself accessible 
to us. If he had come in power and might and 
majesty, we might be afraid of him. He might 
win our grudging allegiance but not our love. In 
his mercy God sent his Son, born as a child, to 
touch our hearts, to warm them, to melt away 
our unbelief.

All he is asking is that the barriers to his love 
come down – whatever they may be – whatever 
it is that we say or do to keep God at bay in our 
daily lives. What’s more, God isn’t even asking 
us to tear down those barriers by ourselves. Jesus 
came to do that for us if only we would allow him 
to do so. The words of Bl. Mother Theresa – soon 
to be St. Mother Teresa come to mind: “Give God 
permission,” she said, “Give God permission to 
enter your hearts!” That is what the Child in the 
manager wants for his birthday – an invitation to 
enter our hearts there to transform them with his 
love and mercy.

“Unless You Become Like Children...”

How then to celebrate this feast of Christmas 
spiritually? How do you and I get the most out 
of this feast that was meant for children? Can 

indeed this day of Christ’s birth really penetrate 
our shopworn hearts? Jesus gave us the key to 
celebrating his own birthday. When his followers 
asked Jesus who is the greatest in God’s Kingdom, 
he called over a child and placed the child in their 
midst and said: “Amen, I say to you, unless you 
are converted and become like children, you will 
not enter the Kingdom of Heaven” (Mt. 18:3).

Becoming like little children has nothing to do 
with turning back the hands of time and still less 
with trading in whatever maturity we’ve acquired 
for childishness. No, becoming like little children 
has to do with our having a heart like Christ’s, 
a heart that is meek and mild, a heart that is 
merciful and trusting. Experience teaches us, 
however, that we cannot remake our hearts simply 
by willing to do so. Rather, “[t]he Child comes to 
make us children” (A. Esolen, Magificat Year of 
Mercy Companion, p. 27). All we have to do is 
give the Lord permission to enter our hearts each 
day, and through the grace of the Holy Spirit, to 
make them young again—‘younger than sin’!

What happens when we allow the Lord to restore 
the joy of our youth? A heart that is meek and 
mild, full of mercy and trust looks at the world 
differently. Suddenly we find ourselves thinking 
no longer of ourselves but of those around us. 
Overtaken by God’s merciful love, we suddenly 
want to share that love with others, especially the 
poor, the sick, the stranger, the imprisoned. Not 
only will we find ourselves much more inclined 
to practice our faith, we’ll also want to bring our 
faith, as Pope Francis says, to the margins of 
society – to those who are nobodies in the eyes of 
the world but precious in the sight of God.

Conclusion

...And one more thing...

Before our eyes at this very Mass the Lord will 
once again make himself small as bread and wine 
are transformed in the power of the Holy Spirit 
into the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Christ. 
Isn’t it clear?

We have not come in search of the Lord. No, he’s 
come in search of us! “Behold,” he says, “I stand at 
the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will enter his house and dine 
with him, and he with me” (Rev. 3:20). Come, let 
us welcome him! Come, let us adore him!

SUPREME 
CHAPLAINS’
MESSAGE

Archbishop William Lori
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Merry Christmas! When you receive this, it will likely still be Christmas, since the 
12 day Feast lasts until the Epiphany. Remember to keep Christ in Christmas 
all 12 days, and in your heart all through the New Year. The world needs us to 

witness to the Peace of Christ now more than ever.
Speaking of keeping Christ in Christmas, a special thank you goes out to Deputy Grand 
Knight Bernie Wrisk for chairing our Christmas card sale again this year. In addition to 
providing Christ-centered cards for the council and the St. Mark community, Bernie raised 
several hundred dollars for the Council and for St. Mark’s Youth Group. Our proceeds 
from the orders received at St. Mark’s were split with the Parish to help provide funding 
for the Middle School and High School Youth activities. Also, our Solidarity Crosses were 
very well received and sold out quickly. We have ordered another 50 crosses that should 
arrive in January. If you would like one, please contact any of the officers, or come to the 
Business Meeting on January 13! We ask for a $10 donation for each cross; the donation 
goes directly to the Supreme Council’s Relief Fund for Christians in the Middle East. 
Now that January is here, we are charging into the second half of our Fraternal 
Year. Elections will be coming up in May, and a new set of leaders will take over the 
administration of the Council. Specifically, that means that, God willing, our current 
Deputy Grand Knight will be unable to manage the many events that he has so effectively 
chaired over the past several years since he will be our new Grand Knight. I know that 
many of our new brothers have experience with chairing community events, and we need 
that expertise now! If you have an interest in stepping up to assist or chair an event, please 
contact Bernie or me directly and we will put you in a well-suited role.
Finally, on the recruiting front, we have done well so far this year in gaining new Brothers, 
and we are nearly halfway to our goal of attaining Star Council again this year! Invite 
a Catholic friend to join you in the work of a lifetime that brings with it the bonds of 
fraternity in charity. DO NOT BE AFRAID; you will be giving him the gift of a lifetime! 
Get a Form 100 in front of him and sign him up! Return the form to any officer, or bring it 
to Knights Out Inn on a Friday evening (between 5:30 and 8:00 pm). Our next First Degree 
Exemplification will be Wednesday, January 20, so do it today! 
I wish a joy and grace-filled New Year of 2016 to you and your family.
Vivat Jesus!

Grand Knight
Scott Luco

GRAND KNIGHT’S 
REPORT
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Deputy Grand Knight Bernie Wrisk

Happy New Year to my extended family of Brother Knights. I 
look forward to joining with you in your continued efforts 
again this year to strengthen and share our Catholic faith while 

living Christ-like lives and building our charitable resources to benefit 
our community. May 2016 be filled with many blessings for you and 
your family! 
Vivat Jesus!

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S 
REPORT

CHANCELLOR’S REPORT
John Journell

Brothers, I simply want to wish each and every Brother a very Happy New Year. 2015 was a 
very successful year for our council, and 2016 looks just as promising. For me, the year ended 
on a very fun note during an evening with Bro. Edmund, our sponsored Priest in Training, 

on December 30 at the Knights Out Inn. It was a fun evening where we discussed his continuing 
journey to priesthood, as well as delving into some of the deeper meanings of our Catholic faith. 
It is obvious that Bro. Edmund is studying hard and getting well educated, and everybody who 
attended is confident that he will make an excellent priest. We are planning to have Bro. Edmund 
return the first week in August, and we will have a much longer notice to give everybody, as I 
know many of you would have liked to attend the December meeting but couldn’t. I strongly urge 
you to see him in August, and I assure you that you will come away fulfilled both spiritually and 
emotionally, seeing for yourselves the effects of our works in charity.  

I would also urge those in the Third Degree to attend the Fourth Degree exemplification in March. We will have membership 
forms available, and you can contact me, SK Ernie Schaefer, or any of the Council Officers or Fourth Degree Knights. Another 
fun event is the Maryland State Convention in May that I strongly urge everyone to attend. Last year was my first year attending, 
and it definitely wasn’t my last. The hospitality suites and the food from all of the Districts, as well as the Knight’s March to 
Mass in Ocean City (and seeing if we can get a repeat for the top newsletter in the state) will make for a fun weekend. Oh, and 
there are a couple of business meetings thrown in as well. 

We are also looking at having Fr. Leo revisit us later in the fall. No details have been worked out, but we will try to get more 
District involvement. Anybody who attended in the spring knows what an awesome event it was, and that is no exaggeration. I 
urge you to get your tickets early when the event is formally announced, as the tickets will be in much greater demand this time. 

Again, may you all have a very Happy New Year.

Vivat Jesus!
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Brothers and Patapsco Council family: Welcome 
2016! I trust everyone had a blessed and enjoyable 
Christmas. It may be January, but the weather in 

December was mild enough for it to have been October 
or November. I just hope February and March do not try 
to “average” out with low temps and a lot of white stuff. 
We will see what happens on Groundhog Day, February 
2, but I do not have a crystal ball to see results of that and 
the next PK will already be out. I do predict that things 
will otherwise “heat up.” 

Brace yourself—it is a national election year, so it 
should not be a dull one. Although we are not in New 
Hampshire or Iowa, we do have some exciting events 
coming up in the Council that will be publicized in 
this newsletter, so see what fits your fancy. We had a 
good showing at the Heart of Maryland Christmas 
Program—thanks to all the participants on and off stage. 
The concert really does get one into the Christmas spirit. 
I think after about 30+ (?) years that this event could 
definitely be called an institutionalized Council legacy. 
Speaking of legacies, I have had at least six folks come 
in lately for new or updated re-writes on wills. I am 

hopeful that the adjustments are due to some new tax 
laws and better financial circumstances for folks. Maybe 
we can enjoy a better 2016,although allegedly there is no 
inflation so no Social Security increases. I’d be willing to 
debate that issue. 
Having reached the mid-point in the Columbian Year, 
we have a leg up on recruitment to achieving Star 
Council this year, but it still may be close. There are 
again many hurdles to jump, but we got second Surge 
period reports in and they looked pretty good. Thanks 
to our GK and the event chairs for their cooperation. 
One more Surge set to go and we will hopefully see more 
recognition at the State Convention in May in Ocean 
City. It is an “election year” there, too, so it should not be 
dull at the beach. Congratulations to our Brothers who 
are now full Knights having recently taken Second and 
Third Degrees. 
Stay warm and well and, if you have to “shovel,” take 
it easy and don’t overdo. Keep up the prayers for those 
threatened with religious violence worldwide and our 
men and women in uniform. 
Mary, Queen of Knights, pray for us.

PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S REPORT
PGK Barry Casanova

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called 
your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the 
young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue 
may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and 
building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to 
greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and 
the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth 
according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen. Our Father... Hail Mary... Glory be...
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Church (PGK Michael Doetzer)
The annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper will take 
place on Tuesday, February 17. Dinner will be served 
from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. At 7:00 pm, the St. Joseph 
Monastery youth will present a special “Stations of the 
Cross” Tableau program. All are welcome to attend. 
For more information, contact Michael Doetzer at 
443-695-8508.

Community (John Journell)
The American Red Cross Blood Drive scheduled for 
January at the Council Hall has been cancelled. We will 
announce another date in a future issue of the Patapsco 
Knight newsletter.

Council (PGK Dennis Brose)
Get ready to Rock around the Clock again with the Big 
Bopper as he returns to shake our mid-winter blues 
away. February is the month for our next Fabulous 
Fifties Sock Hop. Contact Brother John Reardon at the 
Council Home for tickets or more information.  

Culture of Life (Tim McCarthy)
Assisted by the free donation of Patapsco Council’s main 
hall for the event, Pregnancy Center West made $6,000 
at the annual Pregnancy Center Banquet in November.

Youth (Stephen Schwing)
The December “Breakfast with Poe” was a successful event. 
The Council free throw contest will take place January 23. 
Contact Bro. Stephen Schwing for more details.

Family (DGK Bernie Wrisk)
Come bring the family and join your Brother Knights as 
we dine out on Tuesday, January 19, to raise funds for 
our Council activities and charities. We will be at Bare 
Bones in Ellicott City from 4:00 pm to closing on the Bar 
Room side only. Please consider telling everyone in your 
network to do the same, as 10% of all sales from that 
area of the restaurant will be donated to our Council. 

Charity (DGK Bernie Wrisk)
Thanks to all that made purchases or helped in 
spreading our message again this year of “Keep Christ 
in Christmas” with our card and ornament sale. We still 
have some unsold boxes left, which we will offer at a 
discount if anyone is interested. The DGK will present 
the totals of the sales at our next business meeting. 
Shortly after the meeting, a presentation of 50% of the 
profits will be given to the St. Mark Youth Group.   

Fourth Degree (Ernie Schaefer)
The next meeting of the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Assembly will take place January 27. Be sure to check 
out the Assembly’s website, www.kofc1620.org, for news 
and information.

Membership (PGK Warren Norris)
There is a new Form 100. Do you have one with you 
at all times? If you need a supply, or if you want some 
of our membership business cards, please stop by the 
Council Hall office.

PROGRAMS AND
COMMITTEES
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When the Roe v. Wade edict was given in 1973, there 
was great disagreement between the legal and 
theological communities. The third source of all 

Catholic truth, science, was generally silent. It was more than 
20 years later that science weighed in on the subject. Americans 
learned that we have an even more dependable identity proof 
than the fingerprint—the DNA that science tells us is sealed at 
the moment of conception.

DNA was something science identified long ago. But its use as 
an absolute identification was only established in the 1990s.

When the Roe v. Wade decision was thrust upon us, one of the 
judges writing the majority opinion noted that, at some future 
time, we might have more certainty about when life actually 
begins. Should that happen, the Roe v. Wade Decision might 
need to be revisited. 

Americans have long held a firm respect for things scientific. 
It is one of the reasons we have so dominated the fields of 
scientific discovery for so long. Now that science has issued its 
certain, if belated, decision, is it not time to re-examine the Roe 
v. Wade mandate?

TIME FOR 
A CHANGE
Co-Editor Tim McCarthy

Greetings from our State Deputy and our 
Supreme Knight. Keep praying for more 
vocations to the priesthood and religious 

life. We need our priests to say our Masses for us 
in any language. We need people who can devote 
their lives to Christ as Priests and Religious. I beg 
you to pray for them. 

We need to pray that we don’t have to keep fighting for 
the freedoms in this country that are provided by men 
and women who bear arms to protect our country. 
Pray for children who may grow up and have to march 
into war. How lucky can we be to be able to pray the 
way that we pray? Vivat Jesus!

DISTRICT DEPUTY’S 
REPORT

Deacon Hugh Mills
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Our Lady of Medjugorje’s Monthly Message
December 25, 2015

“Dear children! Also today I am carrying my Son Jesus 
to you and from this embrace I am giving you His peace 
and a longing for Heaven. I am praying with you for peace 
and am calling you to be peace. I am blessing all of you 
with my motherly blessing of peace. Thank you for having 
responded to my call.”

MEDJUGORJE 
MESSAGE

“…IN A SPECIAL WAY

I HAVE GLADLY REMAINED

I HAVE CHOSEN THIS PARISH,

ONE MORE DEAR TO ME

THAN THE OTHERS, IN WHICH

WHEN THE ALMIGHTY SENT ME…”

Medjugorje is a favored place chosen by 
God in which the Holy Virgin Mary has 
appeared daily for nearly 30 years



Knights Out Inn

JANUARY SPECIALS
January 8

Baked Salmon

January 15
Fried Chicken

January 22
Imperial Crab

January 29
Pork Chops

In addition to our specials, we serve a regular menu of crab cakes, chicken tenders, shrimp salad, fried 
shrimp, cheese steak subs, and rib eye steaks. All meals are served with delicious sides and salads. Please 

come and join us for a great evening of fraternity and family fun.
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BEAUMONT NEWS
The Council Hall has had a number of 
upgrades to the interior and exterior. We 
need assistance to help pay for all of the 
repairs. 

Be sure to refer people to the website 
www.beaumonthall.com for all rental 
hall needs! 
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Our council recognizes Ernie Schaefer 
and his family as our Family of the 
Month. Ernie and his wife, Dawn, 

have 2 children and 5 grandchildren. Spending 
time with their family, and especially their 
grandchildren, provides them much joy. They 
are parishioners of St. Mark. Ernie is very active 
in our Council as Treasurer and Degree Team 
member, and is just as active with the Fourth 

Degree Assembly (St. Elizabeth Ann Seton). 
Our Council is very thankful to Dawn for her 
attendance at many of our activities, as well as 
for letting her husband give so much of his time 
to our needs over the years.  

Please suggest future Family of the Month 
candidates to Bernie Wrisk via e-mail at  
bwrisk@verizon.net or call (443) 604-8372.

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

Please remember the following people in your prayers.

If you have any prayer intentions for someone in your family, please contact Chancellor 
John Journell to get the person’s name included in our prayers. You may also fill out a 
prayer request form on our Council website. 
We believe in the power of prayer and would be happy to include your family 
members in our prayers. You can send your prayer requests to John via e-mail at  
chancellor1960@gmail.com.

• Paul Boettinger 
• PGK Bob Carhart 
• PGK Reggie DiSante 
• PGK Ed Canter 
• John Lackey 
• Patricia Johnson 

• Tina Welzant 
• Ellis Emil Glueck Jr.
• Norman Sanford
• Sal Fertitta 
• Edith M. Sullivan
• Charlie Meyers

• Tom Walsh
• Mary West
• Dawn Schaefer
• Martha Norris



www.kofc-md.org
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Pope Francis received Supreme Knight Carl Anderson 
and Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori of 
Baltimore in a private audience at the Vatican on Dec. 

17. It was the fourth such audience granted by Pope Francis to 
the supreme knight.

During the course of the meeting, the supreme knight and 
Archbishop Lori spoke with the Holy Father about the many 
activities of the Knights of Columbus in 2015, particularly the 
Order’s efforts to aid persecuted Christians in the Middle East.

Through the Knights of Columbus Christian Refugee Relief 
Fund, the Order has distributed more than $5 million to 
support Christians in the Middle East. In addition to this 
financial support, the Knights of Columbus has organized a 
major public awareness campaign about the situation faced by 
Christians in the Middle East.

During the visit, the supreme knight also presented the Holy 
Father with a contribution of $1.6 million from the Vicarius 
Christi Fund, offered on behalf of the 1.9 million members 
of the Knights of Columbus. The Vicarius Christi Fund has 
generated $56,015,000 for the pope’s personal charities and 
causes since its establishment in 1981.

SUPREME COUNCIL NEWS

STATE COUNCIL NEWS
NEW YEAR’S GREETING
Stephen M. Cohen, State Deputy, Maryland Knights of Columbus 

I hope everyone had a joyous holiday season. We are now entering into the second half 
of the Fraternal Year. Everyone’s eyes should be on the prize, and the prize is STAR—
Star Council that is.

This is a good time to step back and evaluate are we doing enough for our parishes. Are 
we participating in every area of the parish we can. Grand Knights should meet with 
their pastors formally twice per year. Once in June or July and the other is now, to plan 
out the rest of the year. Let’s make a solid effort to ensure that our programs are hitting 
all areas of the parish. 

Our work, thus far, has been outstanding. Let us continue to promote the good works 
of the Order and stay on target for STAR.

Vivat Jesus!

POPE FRANCIS MEETS WITH K OF C LEADERS



The next meeting will take place on Thursday, January 14, at 8:00 pm at Bishop Sebastian 
Council #5058 (Business Meeting).

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t 
h t t p : / / w w w . b a l t i m o r e c h a p t e r g k s . o r g /

BALTIMORE CHAPTER
OF GRAND KNIGHTS

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 6  S C H E D U L E

Editor’s Note: The following is an interview with Supreme Knight Carl Anderson 
regarding the Knights of Columbus surpassing $100 billion of life insurance in 
force, an important milestone in the Catholic fraternal benefit society’s mission to 
protect the future of Catholic families.

What does this achievement mean for the Knights of Columbus?

I think it is a testament to three things: the quality of our business, the trust 
our members have in the Knights of Columbus, and our dedicated agents who 
represent us in the field. 

For the first, we strive to run our insurance program in a way that is different. 
That means we put people before dollars, and we do the right things for the right 
reasons. That is what we mean when we say insurance by brother Knights for 
brother Knights. That is our promise. That is the Knights of Columbus difference. 
And that is what gives us our advantage.

In regard to our members, the achievement is an obvious indication that they 
trust us and that our products meet their needs. We are grateful for that trust, and 
we take that trust very seriously. We have more than 2,000,000 active contracts 
that represent the financial futures of hundreds of thousands of Catholic families 
across the United States and Canada. It is a great honor.

As for our agents — this achievement would never have been possible without 
them. We do not sell our products directly to our members; we sell through our 
network of dedicated full-time brother Knight agents who work tirelessly day 
after day to make sure every Knights of Columbus family has the protection 
they need. These men have done tremendous work. The best thing about doing 
business with the Knights of Columbus is that you have one of our brother Knight 
field agents there for you.

What does this achievement mean for our members?

To our members, it should be a point of pride. We are the only Catholic life 
insurer to have achieved this milestone. Our members can see that the Knights 
of Columbus is in a class by itself. And for our members who have yet to take 
part in the insurance program, this achievement encourages them to consider 
participating in this important fraternal benefit. There has never been a better 
time to turn to the Knights of Columbus to help secure your family’s future.

What is the significance of the number itself, of surpassing $100 billion of life 
insurance in force?

This number is the total sum of the face amount of all of our active policies. But 
perhaps that is not the best way to think about it. What this number represents 
is the future hopes and financial security of our members and their families. Yes, 
it means $100 billion of life insurance in force, but it also means $100 billion to 
protect lives and to save homes. It’s $100 billion of trust and of financial protection 
for our Catholic families.

When it became clear to you that the $100 billion milestone was within reach, 
that the Order would surpass it, what went through your mind?

I can say I was not surprised. I was not surprised because I knew the way we were 
doing business was the right way. I knew that, as a company, we were motivated 
by the right things, focused on the right things and doing the right things, and I 
knew our members would trust us. Our progress has been steady and consistent. 
We have set a new record for sales each year for the last 14 years. That statistic is 
remarkable when you stop to think about it. The last 14 years have seen some 
major financial crises, and yet the Knights of Columbus has kept moving forward, 
has never looked back and has never faltered. Every January, I get the opportunity 
to address our general agents, and I begin my remarks to them each year in the 
exact same way. I tell them, “Thank you for making last year the best year in the 
history of the Knights of Columbus insurance program.” It is a great honor to be 
able to do that.

What niche does the Knights of Columbus fill in the insurance marketplace?

The Knights of Columbus is the premier Catholic life insurer in North America. 
We are Catholic in the way we do business — we do not invest in companies 
that participate in abortions, contraception, human cloning, embryonic stem cell 
research, for-profit health care that pays for the aforementioned, or pornography. 
And we are Catholic in the way we give back, too. The Knights of Columbus has 
donated more than $1.55 billion to charity in the last decade, much of which 
was made possible by the proceeds of the insurance business. In fact, a lot of the 
good work we do is made possible by the success of our insurance program. It is 
a powerful engine that, along with the ongoing efforts of our brother Knights and 
their councils throughout the world, makes the Knights of Columbus who we are.

What do you think Father McGivney would think of the insurance program 
today?

He would be proud. This is very much his program. He was looking for a solution 
to the never-ending financial suffering of widows and orphans in his parish. He 
labored over the details of the original insurance program. He studied other 
fraternal benefit societies to see what their programs looked like. He knew this 
benefit was needed, and he knew that it could provide tremendous value. Don’t 
forget, he himself was a man who had to leave the seminary and return home 
when his father died unexpectedly. The need for this type of fraternal benefit was 
very real to him. He wanted to build up Catholic families — not only in faith, 
fellowship and charity, but in finances, too. I think he would be tremendously 
proud of how his organization has carried on his mission.

What’s next for the program?

We continue to move forward. This is a tremendous milestone and a tremendous 
accolade. And it is an outstanding testament to all the things I mentioned, but it 
is by no means the end. We have never been motivated by numbers or by dollars.

That will not end at $200 billion. It will not end at $300 billion.

What remains important is that we continue forward with Father McGivney’s 
vision to protect our Catholic families.

$100 BILLION: A MILESTONE IN PROTECTION
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        January 
         Fundraiser 

 

 
Dine out and raise funds at the same time! 

 

Help the Knights by enjoying some delicious food and beverages at Bare 
Bones (9150 Baltimore National Pike, Ellicott City, MD) on January 19!  

When you dine in the bar room at Bare Bones on Tuesday, January 19, 
between 4:00 pm and closing, the restaurant will donate 10% of the day’s 
proceeds to our Patapsco Council Charity Fund! 

There’s no need to show a coupon or say anything to the waiters, though it 
would be a nice to identify yourself as being affiliated with the Patapsco 
Knights of Columbus. Also, you may want to tell the staff that you are 
thankful for their company's support of our charities.   

Please forward this to all of your family and friends!  
 

To provide suggestions for future Dine Out establishments, or to ask questions about the Knights’ 
Charity Fund efforts, contact Bernie Wrisk at 443-604-8372 or bwrisk@verizon.net. 

 

 



ST. MARK ROAMIN’ CATHOLICS 
c/o Carol Suarez 

116 Hillside Rd. - Catonsville, MD 21228 
410-744-7092 

Email st.mark.roamin.catholics@live.com 
  

2016 
PROPOSED TRIPS 

  
JANUARY 20, 2016 - Wednesday--Delaware Park - Slots - includes $30.00 free play.(subject to change) $30.00 
with reservation. (note: will be rescheduled in the event of bad weather.)  
  
FEBRUARY 17, 2016- Harrington Delaware- slots - includes $10.00 free play and free buffet lunch (subject to 
change). $30.00 with reservation. (note: will be rescheduled in the event of bad weather) 
  
MARCH 13, 2016 - SUNDAY - Kennedy Center Washington DC - to see SHEAR MADNESS-. - Washington’s 
Hilarious Whodunit. It’s a day like any other at the SHEAR MADNESS salon when suddenly the lady upstairs 
upstairs gets knocked off. WHO dunit? 
Join the fun and see if you can outwit the suspects and catch the killer.  
Presented in the Theater Lab - 3p.m. show. Includes lunch at the Kennedy Center - Also a stop at the Vietnam 
Memorial $98.00 (subject to change) - $ 25.00 with reservation  
  
APRIL 27, 2016 - WEDNESDAY - Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle Washington DC 
Guided tour of the Cathedral - where Pope Frances offered mid- day prayers with the Bishops’ of the United 
States . Includes lunch at a fine DC restaurant. After lunch we will have a tram ride thru the National 
Arboretum to enjoy the many, many beautiful spring flowers. $85.00 (subject to change) $25.00 with 
reservation.  
  
MAY 14 -25, 2016 - Alaska Land & Cruise - Must have Reservation by end of November - Call for more 
information if interested. 
  
JUNE 2, 2016 - THURSDAY - High Tea - at the Victorian Parlor -in Spring Grove Pa, - Includes a six course meal 
with desert and of course tea. - Your choice of hats and/or boas to wear for the day. A stop of interest along 
the way. $80.00 (subject to change) $25.00 with reservation. 
  
JULY- MY vacation - no trip scheduled 
 
AUGUST 3, 2016 - WEDNESDAY- CANDELIGHT DINNER THEATER- WILIMGTON,  
DELAWARE.  
( not to be confused with the funeral home) 
TO SEE THE MUSIC MAN - Lunch starts at 11 A.M. $95.00 -- $25.00 with reservation. 
 
Make checks payable to: St. Mark Roamin Catholics.-Mail to: Carol Suarez- 116 Hillside Rd- Catonsville MD 
21228 - Include your name , address, phone number, emergency contact, trip name and check. Final 
payment is due 30 days before trip. Also, include your e-mail address if you have one.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Note: From time to time it may be necessary to change a date or price, or to cancel a trip for lack of reservations. If this 
happens, a full refund will be issued. If you cancel an extended stay trip, a refund is not guaranteed. Insurance is 
recommended. If it is necessary for you to cancel a day trip on short notice a refund will not be issued unless a 
replacement can be found.  
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