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Supreme Chaplain’s Message

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

IT IS SOMETIMES EASY TO OVERLOOK THE SCOPE OF OUR ORDER’S CHARITABLE SUPPORT
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

S

ometimes, as the saying goes, we can’t see the forest for the trees. It’s all too easy to
become so involved in our own projects, plans and points of view that we fail to see
the larger picture. The Church is much bigger than our experience or knowledge of it.
The same is also true of the Knights of Columbus.
Let me offer a personal example. Since 2012, I have served as archbishop of Baltimore. It is a
wonderful archdiocese, the oldest in the United States, replete with projects and challenges. It
would be very easy for me to focus merely on one or two areas or initiatives. In a similar way, it
is tempting to become so immersed in archdiocesan work as to lose sight of the larger Church.
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Truth to tell, until I began serving as supreme chaplain in 2005 I did not fully appreciate all the
ways the Knights of Columbus serves both Church and society, nationally and internationally.
In a phrase, I saw some trees but not the forest. I had known of the work of my local council,
and it was that spirit of charity that first attracted me to the Knights. But my new role opened
my eyes to the depth of the Order’s charitable outreach in many parts of the world.
IN TIMES OF NEED
When I was a young priest serving in Prince George’s County, Md., a devastating fire struck
a family home. Lives were lost, and the house was destroyed. I saw how quickly the Knights
responded, ready to provide comfort, shelter and assistance. Similarly,
I would see local Knights conducting fund drives in support of Special
Olympics and those with intellectual disabilities.

Archbishop William E. Lori
Supreme Chaplain

Over the last 13 years as supreme chaplain, my comprehension of the
social and charitable works of the Knights of Columbus has expanded.
In 2015- 16, I watched as the Order worked with members of the U.S.
Congress from both sides of the aisle and the Obama administration
to secure an official declaration that the persecution of Christians and
other religious minorities in the Middle East is in fact genocide. Not
content with that, the Knights of Columbus has provided millions of
dollars to alleviate the sufferings of those persecuted. For example, the
Order supported a project that offers mental health programs in northern
Iraq for those traumatized at the hands of ISIS. It supported housing for
refugees who fled to Lebanon from Syria and helped to fund a film that
will explore the response of many faiths to the plight of refugees and
immigrants. And it has offered assistance to Coptic Christians in Egypt
who have been targeted by ISIS.
The Knights, in fact, support a host of humanitarian relief efforts
throughout the world. When Typhoon Haiyan struck the Philippines
in 2013, the local Knights sprang into action. Knights from Cebu City
traveled to a devastated area to distribute sacks of rice and canned
Continued on Page 2
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Supreme Chaplain’s Message (Continued)
goods, while the Supreme Council authorized substantial funds to support humanitarian efforts. The Order also launched the
Livelihood Project to help fishermen, farmers
and craftsmen, who had lost everything in
the typhoon, get back to work and to rebuild
their lives.
Similar efforts of humanitarian relief have
been provided in places like Pakistan and
Kenya. The Order has supported efforts to assist children with AIDS in Uganda, and it has
helped to drill wells and provide clean water
for residents in Guatemala and Ethiopia.
A CULTURE OF LIFE AND LIBERTY
Last year, when Pope Francis visited Ciudad
Juárez, just across the U.S.- Mexican border
from El Paso, Texas, the Knights provided
funding to dioceses on both sides of the
border. This papal visit helped to highlight the
plight of migrants and the determination of
the Church in the United States and Mexico
to work together to help these individuals and
families, and to work for just immigration laws.
When unprecedented flooding struck Louisiana last year, the Knights provided disaster
relief funding to the Diocese of Baton Rouge.
In places like Magog, Québec, the Order has
helped offer low-cost housing to pregnant
women and single mothers in need. After the
2015 racial unrest in Baltimore, the Order, at
my request, provided assistance to Catholic
inner-city schools that offer the hope of a bet-

ter life to many in our poorest neighborhoods.
In addition to its many humanitarian efforts,
the Order also supports a variety of ecumenical and interreligious projects, including

July Events
For more calendar items, visit
www.kofc1960.org/patapsco-councilcalendar/

those that foster dialogue with Islam.

Tuesday, July 11

Perhaps better known are the efforts of the

Officer Installation Mass 7:00 pm

Knights of Columbus to protect and promote
the dignity of unborn human life — such

Wednesday, July 12

as providing more than 800 ultrasound

Council Business Meeting 8:00 pm

machines that enable women to see their

(Rosary at 7:30 pm)

unborn children in the womb. I am continuously impressed by how the Order responds
to the Church’s call to build a culture of life
with great respect for both mother and child.
Finally, I would also note with deep gratitude
the support of the Knights in helping the
efforts of the Church in the United States
to preserve and defend the religious liberty

Thursday, July 13
Baltimore Chapter of Grand Knights
Resurrection Council #11341, 3175 Paulskirk Dr.,
Ellicott City 21042
Wednesday, July 26

both of individuals and religious institutions

Officer Meeting 7:00 pm

and ministries.

Lecture Meeting 8:00 pm

All this is but a sampling of how robustly the
Order is living out its Gospel principles of

Thursday, July 27

charity, unity and fraternity, bequeathed to us

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Assembly (4th Degree)

by Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney.
With his help and prayers, let us see both

Meeting, St. Agnes Council Hall

the trees and the forest!

Chaplain’s Message
Deacon Dave Ludwikoski
donnadavelud@verizon.net

B

rother Knights and Lovely
Ladies,
As we celebrate our freedom

this month and feel proud to be American
citizens, let us also take a moment to feel
proud to be Catholic American citizens,
and to be not afraid to practice our faith as
it is guaranteed in the 1st Amendment of
the Constitution.
However, at the same time, we must also
not forget to respect the rights of other
faiths and those who disagree with us and
do so in a manner of love and respect as
Our Lord commands us to do.
My wife and I had the privilege of visiting
the Norman Rockwell museum in Stock-
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bridge, Massachusetts recently and one
of his later works sums this up visually
and with only a few words added in, but
they are important:
“Do Unto Others as You Would Have
Them Do Unto You.”
Most of us know this as The Golden Rule,
and I would encourage all of you to look
up this work of his to see the illustration,
think carefully about it, and try to live by it.
Then, and only then, can we be proud to
call ourselves Catholic American citizens.
Vivat Jesus!

Patapsco Knight
Newsletter
Send submissions
to Co-Editor Rick
Ostopowicz at
rickounc@gmail.com or
call 410-207-0939

Patapsco Knight

“Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord...”

Grand Knight’s Message
Grand Knight Bernie Wrisk
bwriskgk1960@gmail.com

W

elcome to our first month in our next Columbian
year. We have newly elected Officers in our
Council, new challenges to overcome and more
brothers to welcome into our great fraternity. Outside of the
many repeating a second term I want to welcome Henry
Dulaney as a new Guard, Robert Carter as a new Recorder
and our DGK as our new Program Director and PGK Scott
Luco as our new Recruitment Director with Henry Dulaney
as his assistant. Let us turn to the scriptures to give us
strength. From 1 Corinthians 15:58 we find, “Therefore, my
dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because
you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”

in the planning of the 100 year anniversary of our council
will meet at 7pm in the KOI. After that I hope you can attend
our rescheduled date of the Officers Installation mass and
ceremony on July 11. Then we have a blood drive on July 19
thanks to Robert Carter. We end the month with the largest
fundraiser of our council in the annual crab feast on July 30th
thanks to Matt Wrisk. As always I hope to see you in our
monthly business meeting and lecture night and Friday night
dinners in our Knights Out Inn.
Thanks for all you do in helping us continue to be a thriving,
active, supportive, prayerful force in our community.
Vivat Jesus!

Even though the month of June was not as eventful for our
council we did have some events to be engaged in. At the
beginning of the month we hosted another great 3rd Degree
for our State in which some of our members received their full
knighthood. The sock hop was a success thanks to Chairman
John Reardon and all the brothers that assisted and attended.
The men’s prayer group continued to meet on Mondays
and will continue in the month of July if any want to join us.
Our lecture night hosted the Virtuous Leadership Institute
with an inspiring message and welcoming our support and
involvement in their movement. Contact Stephen Schwing
for more information. The Charity Run was pushed back to
August 19, in hopes for more registrants. Please continue to
share it with friends in the community. The Beaumont Holding
Company had a new roof put onto our Council home.
I look forward to the month of July and seeing more of you in
the upcoming council activities. Of course many of you might
take advantage of our great view of the awesome Catonsville
parade on the fourth. In addition while you are there you
could buy a snowball that our Council will be providing this
year for the first time to raise more funds for charity. The
next day, any that want to give some input and get involved
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Deputy Grand Knight’s Message / Program Director’s Report
Deputy Grand Knight John Journell
58DGK1960@gmail.com

B

rothers:

This is my first combined Deputy Grand Knight
and Program Director’s Report. After about
ten years of being our council’s Program Director, Barry
Casanova is stepping down. I don’t blame him. He has
done an exceptional job keeping track of all of our varied programs, editing them, making sure they get to the
powers that be at the State Level. The proof is in the
number of awards that this council has received at the
State Convention during the last several years. It takes
more than one man, of course, but Barry has been the
cog that has kept it running and taken a huge burden
off of the Grand Knights he has supported. Those are
huge shoes to fill and I find stepping into them somewhat overwhelming. I look forward to a very good year
as I work with all of the Surge for Service Directors and
Committee Chairmen to keep the momentum going.
Barry’s last official act was to submit the Columbian
Award package. The next package to submit is for the
first period, which ran from roughly mid-March until the
end of August. I am
asking all chairmen
to get your reports in
to me by mid-August.
That is a month and a
half away and please
get started on them
now if you haven’t
already.
Programs coming up
are:
July 19 - Blood Drive
July 30 - Crab Feast,
for which there are still
tickets available
August 19 - Four Mile
Run/Bicycle Event
Looking ahead, there
is a combined Crab
Feast between our
council and the St.
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Joseph Monestary in September and Shreding Day
sometime in Mid October.
We need, people to step up and take over Community,
Council, and Family. Let me know if you are interested
in getting more involved in our programs. But we really
need new blood stepping up to the plate, and service is
a huge reason we all joined the Knights of Columbus
for in the first place. I welcome anybody who wants to
help and join the leadership team.
Again, we can’t thank Barry enough for all that he has
done and accomplished during his tenure as Program
Director. As we step off in this new Columbian Year,
lets strive to keep the momentum going that allows us
to help so many and so many people who depend on
our selfless efforts. And watching our Grand Knight
carry off so many awards that he is barely able to hold
them all at the State Convention is an added bonus.
Vivat Jesus, and I hope everybody had a wonderful
Fourth of July!

Patapsco Knight

Chancellor’s Report
Chancellor Rick Ostopowicz
rickounc@gmail.com

B

rothers all, I want to start this month’s report
with an update from our Council’s new RSVP
candidate, Zachary Robinson:

“Right now, and for the remainder of the summer, I am
at the Institute for Priestly Formation (IPF) in Omaha,
NE. IPF is an incredibly powerful summer program for
seminarians that helps men deepen their love relationship
with Jesus Christ. We had an eight-day silent retreat
already, and have had classes on prayer, celibacy, and
priestly identity. It has been an amazing experience for
me so far.
This video does a great job summarizing IPF:
http://priestlyformation.org/about/ipf-video.html
I am here with five other men from the Archdiocese of
Baltimore. When seminary resumes in the fall, all of us
will be entering our third year of seminary, called ‘First
Theology,’ where we move on from philosophy studies and
start to study the good stuff, theology.
I hope the Council is having a great summer!
Thanks and God bless,
Zack Robinson”
July is a month that begins with the celebration of our
nation’s “birth.” A time when we express our patriotism
openly without hesitation or reservation. But what is
patriotism really about, and how does it fit in with the
teachings of the church? Rather than bore you with my

opinion, I will let Bishop Fulton J. Sheen’s words explain
this concept better than I ever could:
“...true Americanism is the belief in the freedom of man
as a divine derivative. For that reason if we wish to keep
pure Americanism we must keep our religion. To this is
to be added the important fact that dictatorships, such as
the Communistic, regard man only as a stomach to be fed
by the State, or as a tool to amass wealth for the State.
Put men on that level and they need no religion, any more
than animals need religion, or a monkey wrench needs
liturgy.
But to put them on that level is to de-personalize and
mechanize them down to the very core of their being. A
democracy needs religion, for it assumes that man has
not only a stomach but also a soul which is the seat of
his rights; and since that soul must be fed as well as the
body, he must have religion. Democracy has to rely not on
force, but on freedom and liberty. But freedom and liberty
are inseparable from responsibility, and responsibility
is inseparable from conscience, and conscience is
inseparable from religion.
It is our solemn duty as Catholics, therefore, to be
conscious of our duty to America, and to preserve its
freedom by preserving its faith in God. . . .
But as we talk about patriotism, it might be well to remind
ourselves that in a crisis like this even devotion to the
stars and stripes is not enough to save us. We must look
beyond them to other stars and stripes, namely the stars
and stripes of Christ, by Whose stars we are illuminated
and by whose stripes we are healed!”
To that end, as you display the stars and stripes following
the Fourth of July, remember who is truly the “keeper” of
those stars.
Vivat Jesus!

The New Segregation
Co-Editor Tim McCarthy
worthywarden7@gmail.com

I

n 1972 segregationist and presidential contender
George Wallace argued,”There’s not a dime’s worth
of difference between the Republicans and the
Democrats.” Though that was largely true at the time no
one would argue that today.
What changed everything was a Supreme Court
decision that segregated the living from the unborn less
than 90 days after that election. Roe-Wade created
a “right to kill” that offered no compromise position.
In the 45 years that followed no one has suggested a
workable political compromise that removes killing from

the equation. Abortion has proven to be a fountainhead
of new segregation. Some would argue that the
“peaceful transfer of power” creating our magnificent
nation is now openly at risk.
In 2007 40 Days For Life began peaceful prayer before
86 abortion centers in the United States and abroad.
What unites all 86 centers today is that none of them
exists any longer.
It is good for all of us to pursue our political hopes.
Yet perhaps it is time to recognize that abortion is far
more a spiritual than a political issue. By creating a
spiritual focus, and by praying for the welfare of those
who oppose us as well as those human beings whose
life is in danger we may yet find a solution to our tragic
blunder.
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Programs and Committees
Council
Planning has begun for the Council’s
100th annivrsary All interested in the
planning for events in our centennial
year (2019) should call PGK Michael
Doetzer at 410-242-6130

Community
How is your life being affected by the
Holy Spirit? Come join brother Knights
and other Catholic men in our once
a week, men’s prayer meeting in the
Knights Out Inn on Monday evenings
from 7:30 – 9:00pm. We watch an
inspiring video from the Wild Goose
hosting Father Dave Pivanka TOR and
then follow a study guide provided, and
openly discuss it and pray together.
This will continue throughout the month
of July. When this series is over we are
considering starting another study guide.
Please consider joining this fraternal
bonding and faith building opportunity.
Any questions contact Brother Stephen
Schwing at 410-960-4132.

Culture of Life
Of 17 women who had pregnancy tests
at Pregnancy Center West last month,
13 agreed to keep their child. Four

were undecided. Clearly the sonogram
machine donated by the K of C in
January is changing women’s hearts.

support will be used for our Charity funds.

Charity

Fourth Degree

The “4 Miles 4 Charity” event will take
place on Saturday, August 19. Participants can either run, walk, hike, or
bike around the UMBC campus inner
loop--a 2-mile course. Another way you
can take part to make this a successful
fundraiser is to sponsor the Captain of
Charity aka your current Grand Knight
Bernie Wrisk. Although he hasn’t run
a complete 4-mile run since last year’s
event he is currently in training. His
unbelievable task is to start last after
all the runners and try to finish in
front of them. This amazing feat has
never been done before but he will be
inspired by your support thru sponsorship. You can commit a monetary
amount for each runner he surpasses
in hopes to encourage him to pass
more. Go to our website for the form to
fill out for this commitment or else pick
up at our council home. His results
will be published in the next month’s
newsletter so you can determine how
much you will give to Charity. All your

The St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Assembly No.
1620 meets every fourth Thursday at the St.
Agnes Council Hall. All Fourth Degree Sir
Knights are welcome.

Beaumont News

O

ur Knights Out Inn that provides
wonderful meals to our council
family and guests at great prices

could use some additional helping hands. We
have certified cooks that can help to teach you
the ropes of how they work their labor of love
on Fridays. Please consider volunteering one
Friday a month or every other month or as often
as you can. To do so just call our Beaumont
office at 410-744-8754 and let them know. We
need to have more members trained to continue to provide all that we do each Friday night.

Milestones
Financial Secretary Michael Doetzer
mdoetzer@aol.com

Note: To provide information for this column, please contact
Michael Doetzer at 410-242-6130
Congratulations to our newest Knighthood Degree members:
John Mohler Jr., John Mohler III, Joseph Hays and Father Edmund McCullough, OP
We are sorry to announce the passing of our HLM Franklin Eppig on June 16. Our condolences go out to his family.
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Knights Out Inn
Specials
July 7
Pepper Steak
July 14
Baked Salmon
July 21
Fried Soft Crab Sandwich
July 28
Fried Chicken
August 4
Fried Hard Crab

In addition to our specials, we serve a regular

menu of crab cakes, chicken tenders, shrimp
salad, fried shrimp, cheese steak subs, and rib
eye steaks. All meals are served with delicious
sides and salads.
7/5/2017

Fw: American Red Cross Blood Drive - KOC Patapsco #1960 - rickounc@gmail.com - Gmail

Please come and join us for a great evening of
fraternity and family fun.

Join Us!
PLEASE HELP PREVENT A SUMMER SHORTAGE
Knights of Columbus – Patapsco # 1960
Blood Drive
Wednesday, July 19, 2017
2:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Bloodmobile
Schedule your Life Saving Donation TODAY!!
Use Rapid Pass to fast track your donation. Fill out the paperwork online before you arrive for your appointment!
Visit redcrossblood.org/RapidPass to learn more. (Rapid Pass is only available the day of the drive.)
As a special thank you to all Red Cross donors, Cedar Fair is offering you the chance to purchase park tickets for the 2017 season at a special price
through redcross.cedarfair.com. Note: In addition, $2 from each ticket purchased goes back to the Red Cross!

Use Rapid Pass to fast track your donation, visit redcrossblood.org/RapidPass to learn
more.(Available on the day of the blood drive)
Questions on Eligibility Please contact Donor Services 18662363276

Degree Team News
Warden Anthony Viscardi
afviscardi@verizon.net

O

ur Degree Teams made it through another
fraternal year, but it wasn’t easy! Sure it
needs more practice than what it’s been
given, but we suffer from two critical points! First we
need more brothers in two areas, we need more
members to fill all of the roles, mostly in non speaking roles, but also to show up to support our new
candidates, we need to show them we care! Secondly, I am asking some of you younger guys to
form a two or three member kitchen crew, it’s only
8 nights a year! Everyone likes coming to Patapsco
Council cause we have a good team and real good
eats! Not too much to ask...I think?
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Grand Knight’s Visit to Supreme HQ
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State Deputy’s Report
State Deputy Stephen M. Cohen
cohensmc42@aol.com
MAKING THIS OUR BEST YEAR EVER

T

he theme above was the tagline for
Leadership at Solomons. We truly
can make this our best year ever by
growing our membership and our charitable
growth. We talked at length during the
Seminar about both. All the information was
well received by the District Deputies and
the Grand Knights. Growing our order is important, and more importantly growing our
councils. These new members will be our
future and will enable us to continue to do
all the charitable outreach and more in the
years to come. All Districts have a plan to
“quick start” our growth in July, August and
September, remember NO VACATIONS
from recruiting nor doing the good works
that our councils do during these months.
Thank you to all who attended the weekend
in Solomons and all who played a part, in
any way, in making this a success.
Speaking of charitable outreach, I want
to thank everyone who contributed to the
Kuchmas Family Fundraiser in any way.
We were able to raise $20,000.00 in

just four short hours. What an awesome
testament to the first principle of our
Order – Charity.
Please get ready for an event filled year.
Check the State Council web site. Check
the articles and important dates in this
newsletter. Plan on attending some of the
State Sponsored Tours with us. See the
schedule elsewhere in the newsletter. Remember proceeds from the tours go to the
State Scholarship Fund.
In addition, don’t forget the “Pennies from
Heaven Campaign”, these donations will be
split between our three charities the Scholarship, Ultrasound and the Charity Fund.
Individuals or Councils are welcome to
participate and all monies should be turned
into State Treasurer Vince Grauso.

thing to our parishes and we the Knights of
Columbus need to be the example.
By being the example, we will be attracting
other men, younger men to join our ranks.
This will grow the Order and your Council.
Maryland is honored to be one of the three
pilot jurisdictions for the new E-membership
program. The pilot program will launch
in the middle of July. We will be holding events and drives using this program
throughout the state. We will keep you
abreast of how the program is working. I
want to thank Mike Danowski for agreeing to be the E-member coordinator for
Maryland.
Please remember that everything we do as
Knights in Maryland – We are Advocates of
the Lord.
Vivat Jesus!

The Domestic Church Initiative is alive
and well. Grand knights now is the time to
meet with your Pastors. See what it is your
council can do to help the parish. Remember always invite parish members to
participate. The family is the most important

Visit the State Council website: www.kofc-md.org

We believe in the power of prayer! Please join us in praying for the
following people:
George Mack, Dave Leinhardt, Fr. Francis Butler
If you have any prayer intentions for someone in your family, please contact Chancellor Rick
Ostopowicz via e-mail at rickounc@gmail.com to get the person’s name included in our prayers. You
may also fill out a prayer request form on our Council website.

Our Lady, Queen of the Knights, bless all the
activities of our Order. Keep us true to our
pledge, to extend the kingship of thy divine son
on earth. Through Thine intercession, win for us
the grace, ever to exemplify in our public and
private lives, the virtues that should characterize
those especially dedicated to the service of the
heavenly court. Make us always aware that as
your Knights, we are constantly observed, our
faith judged, and our Order appreciated. Accept,
O Mary, this renewed pledge of fealty and devotion, of Thy Servants, the Knights of Columbus.
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Supreme Council News
IN A SPIRIT OF
SOLIDARITY, LEADERS
EXPRESS GRATITUDE
TO GOD AND WORK
TO PROTECT THE
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
OF ALL
By Supreme Knight Carl A.

O

Anderson

N MAY 4, I had
the honor of
joining Cardinal
Donald Wuerl, archbishop
of Washington; Cardinal
Daniel DiNardo, archbishop of Galveston- Houston
and president of the U.S.
bishops’ conference; members of the Little Sisters of
the Poor; and leaders of
Orthodox, Protestant, Jewish and other faith communities at a White House
Rose Garden ceremony
during the National Day of
Prayer.
The event, at which
President Trump signed
an executive order on
religious liberty, began with
the singing of the Lord’s
Prayer.
The spring observance
of the National Day of
Prayer was established by
Congress and proclaimed
by President Harry Truman
in 1952. While some may
dismiss the National Day
of Prayer as largely symbolic, and others, like the
Freedom From Religion
Foundation, may ridicule it,
I felt that something very
important took place. Religious leaders from around
the nation joined together
in prayer at the White
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House with a deep sense
of respect for each other’s
traditions.
Cardinal Wuerl was one
of those chosen to lead
the gathering in prayer.
His words truly captured
the atmosphere of unity
when he said: “O God,
who gave one origin to
all peoples and willed to
gather from them one
family for yourself, fill our
hearts, we pray, with the
fire of your love and kindle
in all of us a desire for the
just advancement of our
neighbor, that through all
good things which you
richly bestow upon all,
each human person may
be brought to perfection,
every division may be
removed, and equality and
justice be established in
human society.”
Years ago, Father Patrick
Peyton repeatedly reminded us that “the family that
prays together, stays together.” Perhaps the same
might be said of nations.
Approximately six decades ago, the Knights of
Columbus led the effort
to add the words “under
God” to the U.S. Pledge of
Allegiance. The phrase is
taken from Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address.
And it was Lincoln who first
proclaimed a National Day
of Prayer in 1863, stating that “it is the duty of
nations as well as of men
to own their dependence
upon the overruling power
of God, to confess their
sins and transgressions
in humble sorrow … and
to recognize … that those

nations only are blessed
whose God is the Lord.”
During the ceremony this
past May, the president
signed an executive order
on religious liberty. Some
have criticized the order
for not going far enough
to establish new, broad
protections.
But Cardinal DiNardo’s
response seems most appropriate. Noting that he
had met with the president
to discuss these issues
shortly before the ceremony, the cardinal stated,
“Today’s executive order
begins the process of alleviating the serious burden
of the HHS mandate. We
will engage with the administration to ensure that
adequate relief is provided
to those with deeply held
religious beliefs.”
Seeing the president greet
the Little Sisters of the
Poor and invite them to the
podium to stand with him,
those in attendance were
assured that the “process
of alleviating the serious
burden of the HHS mandate” had indeed begun.
Just days after the
president’s signing of the
executive order, I had
the privilege of a one-onone meeting with Vice
President Pence to discuss
these issues in more
detail.
It is said that a journey of a
thousand miles begins with
a single step. Recently, the
president took two such
steps.
The first was setting a
legal foundation by execu-

tive order to protect our
free exercise of religion
from overreach by federal
agencies.
The second came in
answer to a question from
EWTN, whose News Nightly reporters had recently
visited Iraq with Knights
of Columbus sponsorship.
The president stated that
he was going to help the
Christians of the Middle
East.
The Knights of Columbus
has always been steadfast
in our defense of religion
freedom at home and
abroad. Seeing a new
concern for this issue at
the highest levels of our
country is welcome.
Welcome, too, is the fact
that Pope Francis and the
president agreed to do
more to protect religious
freedom and religious
minorities when they met
May 24 in the Vatican.
Now is the time for all of us
to commit to do more.
Vivat Jesus!

Visit the Supreme
Council website at
www.kofc.org
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Fraternal
Benefits News
WHAT DOES A CATHOLIC
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
LOOK LIKE?

I

t’s an important question to ask.
As you consider all the options for
your family’s life insurance and
financial services, you might wonder
if any of them are actually unique. After all, every life insurance company
sells life insurance.
But the Knights of Columbus is, in
fact, unlike any other company. We
do things differently — because
both our faith and our members
demand it.
We call it the Catholic difference.
Here are a few of the things that
make us unique:
We invest morally. The Knights of
Columbus screens all of its investments according to guidelines
published by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops. We
will not invest in companies that deal
in abortions, pornography, embryonic
stem cell research, human cloning
and related endeavors.
We support the Church. Last fraternal year, the Knights of Columbus
Supreme Council and local councils
together donated $48 million to the
Church. The Order gives generously through various programs such
as the Refund Support Vocations
Program (RSVP), which, in partnership with our councils, has provided
more than $67 million in scholarships to more than 110,000 men and
women pursuing religious vocations

since 1981. The Knights also helped
to restore the facade of St. Peter’s
Basilica in 1999 for the Millennial Jubilee and purchased satellite equipment that has since broadcasted the
recent popes’ messages to the world.
The Order’s aid to the Vatican and
the pope is ongoing, with an annual
donation from the proceeds of the
Vicarius Christi fund given to the Holy
Father for his personal charities.
We put our Catholic families first. We
are not a commercial company. We
have no stockholders. We answer
only to our members. We return a
share of our profits through dividends
to our participating policyholders, and
we donate generously.
We have given more than $1.55
billion to charity in the last decade.
Most of these funds are generated
by proceeds from our insurance
business. The proceeds have gone
to causes such as pro-life initiatives,
disaster relief or aid to persecuted
Christians in the Middle East —
wherever help is needed most.
We put ethics first. Our corporate
commitment to ethics and our ethical
business practices have been applauded by the business community.
Recently, the Ethisphere Institute
named the Knights of Columbus a
“World’s Most Ethical Company” for
the third consecutive year. We are
currently one of only two companies
to have earned the designation in the
“life insurance” category.
Our members, their spouses and
their dependent children have
exclusive access to our insurance
program. Working with your brother
Knight field agent, you can purchase
top-quality products to protect your

family’s future, all while knowing that
you are supporting an organization
that shares your faith, your beliefs
and your values.
More than 130 years after our
venerable founder, Father Michael
J. McGivney, set our insurance
program in motion, we strive to stay
true to his mission and our commitment to our members and our
Catholic difference.
Other companies may come along
and try to convince you that they are
just like us. Imitation is the sincerest
form of flattery. But on closer examination, you will find what you always
suspected: There is only one Knights
of Columbus. We’ll be happy to get
to know you better and show you
that being Catholic always makes a
difference.
The Knights of Columbus has been
recognized by the Ethisphere Institute as a 2017 World’s Most Ethical
Company for the fourth consecutive
year. This recognition underscores
the organization’s commitment to
leading ethical business standards
and practices. K of C, known also
for its extensive charitable activities,
was one of only two life insurance
companies to earn the designation
for 2017.
Contact your Knights of Columbus
Fraternal Benefits Advisor
Mark T. Bateman FIC
Mark.bateman@kofc.org
410-340-8561
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Patapsco Knight

Council Officers
Chaplain
Father Gene Nickol
Gene.Nickol@sjerc.org
Assistant to the Chaplain
Deacon Dave Ludwikoski
donnadavelud@verizon.net
Grand Knight
Bernie Wrisk
bwriskgk1960@gmail.com
Deputy Grand Knight
John Journell
58DGK1960@gmail.com
Chancellor
Rick Ostopowicz
rickounc@gmail.com

Your Opportunity to Lock in Future Scholarship Support

T

his Council takes pride in having awarded Catholic elementary and high school scholarships since 1985. During that year, a carnival was conducted on the Council/Beaumont
grounds for a whole week. The proceeds from it were placed in separate accounts and
invested until 1998 when the Patapsco Council No. 1960 Charities was formed. This Charities
corporation run by members of our council is a separate entity from the council so that all contributions to it can be tax deductible. It was formed to raise funds for scholarships and the other
charities of the Council. One of the funds maintained by this Charities corporation is an endowment account from which the earnings only are used to provide for the scholarships awarded.
We have earned over 8% return on this special account, and it currently is used to completely
fund our elementary school scholarships. This endowment account has grown from $5,000 to
over $20,000. This fund receives all personal contributions of $250 or more to help us always
be there for scholarship support. We would like to ask you if you can help us grow this endowment account to ensure a greater amount of scholarship support to go on into perpetuity. If you
can assist, please send your check or cash to the Council marked for this purpose. Contributions to this charity are tax deductible. Contact PGK Dennis Brose at 443-575-6445 for more
information.

Warden
Anthony Viscardi
afviscardi@verizon.net
Guards
Stephen Schwing
stephen@schwinghomes.com
Ken Harness
vze1r7rb@verizon.net
Henry Dulaney
henrydulaney@gmail.com
Financial Secretary
PGK Michael Doetzer
mdoetzer@aol.com
Recorder
Robert Carter
robert.carter10@gmail.com
Treasurer
Ernie Schaefer
ernieknight5@yahoo.com
Lecturer
Tim McCarthy
worthywarden7@gmail.com
Advocate
PGK Barry Casanova
BWCasanova@msn.com
Trustees
PGK Warren Norris
wnorris64@yahoo.com
PGK Scott Luco
lucogk1960@gmail.com
Deacon Hugh Mills
hugh.mills@va.gov
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If you’re interested
in helping those in need, serving
PATAPSCO KNIGHT NEWSLETTER
your parish, growing in your faith, and being a part of
Knights of Columbus Patapsco Council No. 1960
a world-class fraternal organization, then
1010 Frederick Road Catonsville, MD 21228
consider joining
the Knights of Columbus!
www.kofc1960.org

To learn more, ask a Knight or
Julyvisit
2017 www.kofc1960.org
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facebook.com/kofc1960

