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hen I was about 10 years old, I was very proud and happy to begin serving at
holy Mass, but I was also nervous that I would make some pretty serious mistakes. I got over that nervousness and, if I may say so, became a seasoned
altar server. I memorized my responses to the Latin prayers and continually tried to improve my pronunciation. I learned the best techniques for lighting the high altar candles,
for handling the incense, and so forth. And to this day, celebrating the liturgy correctly and
reverently remains one of the greatest priorities and joys of my life.
At one point, my home parish had its annual 40 Hours devotion. Parishioners were
invited to come and spend time in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, which was placed
in a monstrance on the altar. As one of the altar servers, I was expected to take a turn
kneeling in the sanctuary for about an hour. An hour can seem like an awfully long time to
a boy of 12, and I was no exception. But something happened during that hour. What my
parents and teachers had taught me about the Eucharist began to sink in. I realized that I
really was in the presence of Jesus and that he loved me. It was as simple as that. It was
a watershed moment in my young life.
Pope Benedict XVI wrote, “Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty
idea but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a
new horizon and a decisive direction” (Deus Caritas Est, 1). Kneeling
before the Blessed Sacrament so long ago, I could not have said it so
eloquently, but that’s what happened to me. I didn’t have many lofty
ideas or thoughts on ethics, but I did truly encounter the Lord. I realized that he loved me, and that made all the difference. This is why I
strive, in spite of all my faults and failings, to be a follower of Christ and
a member of Christ’s Body, the Church. This is why I am a priest.
In this month of June, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Most
Holy Body and Blood of Christ. This great feast, also known as Corpus Christi, is an invitation for us to encounter the Lord more deeply
in the Eucharist. It is also a grace-filled opportunity for us to renew our
understanding and love of this sacrament, for it is the most powerful
and effective way to enter into the presence of Jesus and encounter
his love for us.

Archbishop William E. Lori
Supreme Chaplain

At the heart of the Church’s teaching on the Eucharist is a wonderful
and consoling truth. The Lord Jesus, the Son of God who became
one of us, preached the Good News, died and rose to save us, and
is now exalted at the Father’s right hand, remains with us in this
sacrament. By the invocation of the Holy Spirit and the words of
consecration uttered by the priest, bread and wine are completely
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Supreme Chaplain’s Message (Continued)
changed into the Body and Blood of
Christ. Although the appearances of bread
and wine remain after the consecration,
they are no longer such but rather the living personal Presence of Christ, crucified,
risen and exalted. We call this miracle that
takes place on our altars “transubstantiation.” This is how Jesus becomes our
spiritual food and drink so as to nourish
our souls.
Even after Mass has ended, Jesus remains
with us in the tabernacles of our churches.
For this reason, the Church lovingly invites
us not only to attend Mass but also to take
part in Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament and to take time to pray before the
Eucharist reserved in the tabernacle.
As St. John Paul II once wrote, “The
Church and the world have great need for
eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this
sacrament of love. Let us not refuse the
time to go and meet him in adoration, in
contemplation full of faith, and open to making amends for the serious crimes of the
world. Let our adoration never cease” (cf.
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1380).
Once we have welcomed the eucharistic
Lord into the depths of our hearts, nothing
remains the same. Christianity becomes
not a sideline but a way of life. What we

say and what we do, the choices we
make, the way we treat others — most
especially the poor and the troubled — all
are shaped by our repeated encounters
with the Lord. United deeply to Christ our
life, we commit ourselves to the Church’s
mission of spreading the Gospel. We see
the Church not merely as an institution
but as the Body of Christ, of which we are
living members. We want everyone to
know Jesus and to welcome him into their
hearts. We want the Church to be strong
and unified so that others may believe.

June Events
For more calendar items, visit
www.kofc1960.org/patapsco-councilcalendar/
Thursday, June 8
Baltimore Chapter of Grand Knights
Chapter Meeting/Elections, 7 pm, Fr. A. Leo
Abendschoen Council #11615, 5212 McCormick
Ave, Baltimore, MD 21206
Wednesday, June 14

Who knows what graces will be ours as
we unite in prayer before Jesus in the Eucharist? How many hearts will be touched
with the truth and beauty of the Gospel?
How many vocations to the priesthood and
religious life will be fostered? How many
sinners will be converted? How many sins
atoned for? How many bodies and souls
healed of physical and spiritual infirmities?
How many lukewarm Christians converted
into ardent followers of Christ?

Council Business Meeting 8:00 pm

As the family of the Knights of Columbus,
let us find in the Most Holy Sacrament of
the Altar the source and summit of our
charity, unity and fraternity. Let us take the
feast of Corpus Christi to heart.

Lecture Meeting 8:00 pm

(Rosary at 7:30 pm)
Thursday, June 22
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Assembly (4th Degree)
Meeting, St. Agnes Council Hall
Wednesday, June 28
Officer Meeting 7:00 pm

Chaplain’s Message
Deacon Dave Ludwikoski
donnadavelud@verizon.net

B

rother Knights and Lovely
Ladies,
This month brings the feast

of Pentecost and the end of the Easter Season. It also marks the time of
many celebrations of the sacrament of
Confirmation for the young people in our
parishes. In both cases, the entrance of
the Holy Spirit into our lives and its role in
the Church is front and center.
In this time of joy and celebration, it
doesn’t hurt to think back on the time we
received this wonderful sacrament and
how it affected us. At the same time, it
also pays to take some time to reflect and
assess what our relationship with the Holy
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Spirit is TODAY - RIGHT NOW. When
was the last time you prayed to Him,
asked for guidance, for strength, for help
in a tough situation?
He’s often the forgotten third part of the
Trinity! Perhaps now is the time to re-establish that relationship with Him, ask Him
to come back into our lives, and encourage the young people to make Him a part
of their lives also. Share with them your
experiences, so that, for them, this doesn’t
become the “sacrament of farewell.”
May each of you have a safe, blessed,
and restful start to the summer season!
Vivat Jesus!

Patapsco Knight
Newsletter
Send submissions
to Co-Editor Rick
Ostopowicz at
rickounc@gmail.com or
call 410-207-0939

Patapsco Knight

“glorify God in your body and spirit...”

Grand Knight’s Message
Grand Knight Bernie Wrisk
bwriskgk1960@gmail.com

H

apWe did it, and we did it together. We are in our
last month of our Columbian year. I am thankful
that you helped our fraternity and specifically our
council accomplish another successful year of building the
faith, supporting our church and community and those in need
around the world. Whether through prayer, volunteering your
time, or just paying your dues you have shown your support.
Although we did not attain a Star award from Supreme, we did
still recruit new members, held numerous successful activities
and fundraisers all year long and got a lot of recognition at the
annual convention by receiving 10 awards for the year. I felt
like a star with all the times I was called up to receive another
reward on behalf of our council from the State Deputy. It is
nice to be a part of such a strong, active large council. I thank
all of you for all that you do to make such a great fraternity in
our community. And bearing in mind as we do what we do for
this fraternity we do to glorify our God. “For you were bought
at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit,
which are God’s.” 1Corinthians 6:20
I especially want to thank our retiring Worthy Program
Director PGK Barry Casanova. He has been an incredible
guide, editor, leader, critic, wordsmith, and grammatical
genius to help us all these years consistently present to our
State and earn all of the awards mentioned above. I truly
appreciate the time it took and “PATIENCE” it took to deal
with us in organizing our thoughts around the many activities
we provided each year. You set a great example of what a
dedicated, supportive brother does for his fraternity.

KoC Museum. There I got to see so much more about the
history of our fraternity and learn many interesting facts. Did
you know the main item in the center of our logo (an ax bound
with rods) is the scepter, vintage warden’s symbol? I highly
encourage all of you to take the time to go visit.
Although I am still not in shape for it, I am so excited about
participating in the upcoming Charity Run on August 19.
Please do all that you can to help advertise this to all and
try to be there to help us on that date. You can also show
your support by sponsoring me as I transform myself into
the Captain of Charity on that morning. See more in the
programs section of this newsletter. Our Chairman Rick
Ostopowicz is doing a wonderful job with all the effort that it
requires to put into this big fundraiser, but we still need your
help as well.
I do congratulate all those that were elected for leadership
roles of our council. Your commitment in time and effort is
crucial to the success of our council. Please come show your
support as we have our installation mass and ceremony on
Wednesday, July 19.
Vivat Jesus!

Thanks to my daughter’s involvement in a lacrosse
tournament, I had the opportunity to go see the founding
place of our Knights of Columbus. Over Memorial weekend
I was in New Haven, Connecticut and was so happy to go
visit the church of St Mary where our founding father started
with a small band of men the KoC. It is a beautiful massive
stone church structure. I also spent some time in the nearby
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Deputy Grand Knight’s Message
Deputy Grand Knight John Journell
58DGK1960@gmail.com

B

rothers:
I can’t believe we are at the end
of our fraternal year. Next year,
this time, there will be lots of
excitement as we head into our centennial
year and all of the events leading up to our
100th year as a Council. Many of us will
be traveling this summer on well deserved,

and needed, vacations along with visiting
old friends and family. If you are, please
have a safe journey, or journeys. And don’t
forget that there is no better place to view
the Catonsville Fourth of July parade than
right here on our own front lawn.
Vivat Jesus!

Chancellor’s Report

All are called to holiness: “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is
perfect” (Matthew 5:48).

Chancellor Rick Ostopowicz
rickounc@gmail.com

First, as a married person. This is the most common way on
earth. In marriage, husband and wife walk together, supporting
one another and helping to bring one another and their children
to heaven.

B

rothers all, I want to extend heartfelt congratulations
to our (now former) RSVP candidate, Fr. Edmund
McCullough, O.P., who was ordained to the priesthood
last month. I was honored to be present at a celebration for Fr.
Edmundur at our Council Hall, along with Worthy District Deputy
PGK Scott Luco, Worthy Grand Knight Bernie Wrisk, Worthy
PGK Warren Norris, and Worthy Deputy Grand Knight John
Journell. We presented a few gifts to Fr. Edmund, including
several vestments and an antique travel chalice and paten set
that dated back to the late 1800s.
To say that I admire Fr. Edmund for following through with
his vocation would be an extreme understatement. Vocations
are not easy. Those entering the religious life, as Fr. Edmund
did, navigate a very difficult path. However, all of us face the
challenge of vocations on a regular basis.
First and foremost, a vocation is a gift from God. We do not
create a vocation. We receive our vocation. God calls and
offers us the gift of our vocation, and we choose to accept it or
not. Just as we read in the prophet Jeremiah, the Lord, from all
eternity has a plan for our lives. And His plan is what will bring us
true and authentic happiness. How do we know our vocation?
We ask the One who made us. Only in the silence of prayer to
we come to know His plan and our vocation. Will we ask Him?
What is stopping us from receiving the greatest gift of our lives?
It is important to understand that we all have one common
vocation: holiness. For the Lord’s greatest gift is Himself. He
gives himself and his salvation to us freely. If we choose to
receive the gift of Him, and allow Him to live in us, we will
become holy, complete, happy, healed, restored.
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Traditionally, there are three ways to live out this call to holiness:

Married couples reach holiness by giving themselves to one
another as a gift - a gift that is free, total, faithful, forever, and
fruitful. By making themselves a gift to the other, and by living
out faithfully their marriage vows, they bring one another and
their children to heaven.
Second, as a priest.
A priest is “another Christ.” Priests are God’s special gift to the
world, for through them, Christ remains present among us.
Priests are the way that Jesus continues to heal, forgive, and
make himself present to us today. What an incredible gift are our
priests! Through their hands we recieve the Body and Blood of
our Jesus in the Eucharist; forgiveness through the Sacrament
of Reconciliation; new life as children of God through Baptism;
the power of the Holy Spirit through Confirmation; strength
and grace for sickness and death through the annointing of
the sick. How can we ever be grateful enough for the gift of the
priesthood....
Third, the consecrated life: Nuns, monks, religious brothers,
religious sisters, consecrated virgins, etc.
These men and women takes the vows of poverty, chastity,
and obedience. They vow to live as Christ lived on earth: poor,
chaste, and obedient. As well, they are meant to be a “sign of
heaven” to all on earth, reminding us all of our eternal destiny.
This is only a small, tiny little sliver of what a vocation is and how
to live it out. I wish all of you the best as you follow through with
your vocation.
Vivat Jesus!

Patapsco Knight

Program Director’s Report
Program Director PGK Barry Casanova
BWCasanova@msn.com

B

rothers and Patapsco Council family: June has arrived and with it, my last monthly Program Report.
For the last ten years I have notified, announced,
congratulated, warned, shared concerns, chastised, praised, welcomed, thanked, anticipated, implored,
wished well, cajoled, celebrated, memorialized, prayed, and I
hope educated or at least amused a little. After ten years as
Patapsco Council’s Program Director, this PGK is about burnt
out and needs some rest. I think we have turned out some
great reports and kept up the tradition of Patapsco being
one of the most active councils in the state.
This year was no exception as the Council
received repeated recognition at the State
Convention in Ocean City. On the heels
of those accolades, we had elections and
elected/re-elected leadership for next year.
Congratulations to all those elected to Council offices and to lead the Beaumont Holding
Company in the 2017-2018 Columbian year.
I am sure that Editor Rick would be upset
if I listed all of you (thirty pages or so?)
who have been so loyal, cooperative and
supportive of me and the Council in event
planning, prepping, ticket selling, working,
picture taking, cooking, serving, cleaning up
after, report writing, having patience with my
editing and growling comments, but allow
me just a sincere and heartfelt “Thank You”
to all who have helped me along the way
and, by their dedication, have continued to
make this Council the wonderful, fraternal,
Catholic organization that it is. The members are what make it so special. We have

many strong and varied programs and events; some seem to
run on automatic pilot, but without your continued efforts and
fantastic job through the years, we would not be Patapsco
Council. In two years the Council will celebrate its 100th Anniversary. To some of our younger members: NO, I was not
a “charter” member. As that milestone approaches, I urge you
to keep active, find where your talents are, continue to grow
the Council, and do your best to keep the Patapsco spirit
alive. I also want to thank my English teacher wife Karen for
her patience, sometime editing help, and curing occasional
writer’s block. I will continue to serve as Advocate, but now
pass the Program Director’s baton to DGK John Journell
and wish him much success. Keep up the prayers for those
threatened with religious violence worldwide, our men and
women in uniform, and include police, EMT’s, fire fighters and
all those First Responders. For the 144th time, and never
ending, Mary, Queen of Knights, pray for us.

Persecution Tactics From Abortion Supporters
Co-Editor Tim McCarthy
worthywarden7@gmail.com

D

uring the Spring 40 Days for Life campaign
van loads of counter protesters clad in
pink and purple showed up to harass and
intimidate our prayer warriors. When we prayed in
the same places before no one bothered us.
In several places abortion supporters called police
to place false charges against us.
Note to the protesters: After we tell police the truth
we do everything in our power to keep the police at
the abortion facility. We know this scares women
who have come their to have abortions.

In Downers Grove, Illinois, pro-abortion protesters
created a pink display next to the volunteers in an
attempt interrupt the vigil.
In Columbia, Missouri, a group known as the Guild
of Silly Heathens wear obscene costumes and chalk
blasphemous comments on the sidewalks. They
also attempted to sabotage our local vigil calendar.
These misguided people are certain proof that we
are impacting their agenda.
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Programs and Committees
Council
Sock Hop on June 11 with music by the
Big Bopper. Tickets $25, includes music, food, beer, wine, and soda. Tickets
are available at the door, but we would
prefer you RSVP at 410-744-8754.
Cash bar for liquor also available.
There will be an organization meeting to start planning for the Council’s
100th annivrsary on July 5 at 7:00 PM
at the council home. All interested in
the planning for events in our centennial year (2019) are asked to attend.
For more information, please call PGK
Michael Doetzer at 410-242-6130

Community
How is your life being affected by the
Holy Spirit? Come join brother Knights
and other Catholic men in our once
a week, men’s prayer meeting in the
Knights Out Inn on Monday evenings
from 7:30 – 9:00pm. We watch an
inspiring video from the Wild Goose
hosting Father Dave Pivanka TOR and
then follow a study guide provided, and
openly discuss it and pray together.
This will continue throughout the month
of June and into July. Any questions

contact Brother Stephen Schwing at
410-960-4132.

Culture of Life
Among the abortion facilities 40 Days
for Life prayed before last spring:
637 babies saved that we know so far.
9 abortion centers closed their doors.

Charity
Charity Run will now be held on Saturday, August 19. Another way you
can take part to make this a successful
fundraiser is to sponsor the Captain of
Charity aka your current Grand Knight
Bernie Wrisk. Although he hasn’t run
a complete 4-mile run since last year’s
event he is currently in training. His
unbelievable task is to start last after
all the runners and try to finish in
front of them. This amazing feat has
never been done before but he will be
inspired by your support thru sponsorship. You can commit a monetary
amount for each runner he surpasses
in hopes to encourage him to pass
more. Go to our website for the form to
fill out for this commitment or else pick
up at our council home. His results will
be published in the next month’s news-

letter so you can determine how much you will
give to Charity. All your support will be used
for our Charity funds.

Fourth Degree
The St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Assembly No.
1620 meets every fourth Thursday at the St.
Agnes Council Hall. All Fourth Degree Sir
Knights are welcome.

Beaumont News

O

ur Knights Out Inn that provides
wonderful meals to our council family
and guests at great prices could use

some additional helping hands. We have certified cooks that can help to teach you the ropes
of how they work their labor of love on Fridays.
Please consider volunteering one Friday a
month or every other month or as often as you
can. To do so just call our Beaumont office at
410-744-8754 and let them know. We need
to have more members trained to continue to
provide all that we do each Friday night.

Milestones
Financial Secretary Michael Doetzer
mdoetzer@aol.com

Note: To provide information for this column, please contact
Michael Doetzer at 410-242-6130
We regret to announce the Passing of Brother Wilbur Saulsbury, Jr. on April 25. Will was 89 years old. Our coldolences
go out to his wife Mary and family.
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Knights Out Inn
Specials
June 2
Closed for 3rd degree
June 9
Shrimp Creole
June 16
Fried Soft crab
June 23
Pork Chops
June 30
Shrimp Salad Platter

In addition to our specials, we serve a regular menu of crab cakes, chicken tenders,
shrimp salad, fried shrimp, cheese steak
subs, and rib eye steaks.
All meals are served with delicious sides
and salads.
Please come and join us for a great evening
of fraternity and family fun.

Join Us!

Degree Team News

O

ur Degree Team managed to make it
through, but it needs more work than we
have been giving it. The sticking point is
we didn’t have nearly enough bodies to fill most
of the chairs, so I am asking, since we have the
schedule a year in advance, that all make an effort.
This degree team can and should be the best in
state, but it needs all of us! I also hope next year to
put together a kitchen crew of three or four guys to
improve the eats, as candidates just love coming to
our house! See you all in August for a First Degree;
meanwhile, have a good summer!
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Reflections
Lawrence P. Grayson
LIVING IN THE AGE OF DEATH

I

f one were to label the current times, they could be
called the Age of Death. While history has been
marked frequently by significant human losses due
to war, disease, plagues, famine and natural disasters,
a preponderance of the deaths in the last 100 years or
so have been premeditated, of epic proportions, and
caused largely by man himself. The past century has
witnessed two World Wars, Fascism, Nazism, Communism, Auschwitz and the Holocaust, gulags, a military
doctrine of Mutually Assured Destruction, and now a
radical Islamic jihad aimed at terrorizing ordinary people
engaged in the normal activities of daily life.
This Age of Death may be said to have begun on June
28, 1914, when a Serbian nationalist assassinated
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the AustroHungarian Empire. Within days, Great Britain, France,
Russia, Italy, Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman
Empire, and Bulgaria were at war; the United States
entered in 1917. When this World War ended on November 11, 1918, over 17 million people were killed and
another 20 million wounded.
Two decades later, on September 1, 1939, Germany
invaded Poland, igniting World War II. Over the next
nine years, more than 100 countries fought, with some
60-80 million people killed. And this war was soon followed by conflicts in Korea, Vietnam, Afghanistan, Iraq,
and now a global war on terrorism. The last century
has experienced wars at all levels: world, regional,
national, civil, and tribal, fought for economic, political
and religious reasons.
There have been genocidal movements to destroy
national, ethnic, racial and religious groups. In the
early 1930s, Stalin through deportations, executions
and a forced famine, killed some 7 million Ukrainians.
In the period 1942-45, Hitler exterminated as many as
11 million people, more than half of them European
Jews, to purify the Arian race. In the period 1972-75,
the Khmer Rouge killed some 2 million Cambodians in
order to turn the nation into a Communist state. In a
three-month period in 1994, the Hutu ethnic majority in
Rwanda murdered as many as 800,000 people, mostly
of the Tutsi minority; when the Tutsi gained control
through a military offensive, as many as 2 million Hutu
fled the country for fear of their lives.
But wars and genocidal movements have not been the
only causes of human destruction. In 1973, the United
States legalized abortion; since then, some 60 million
children in America have been killed in the womb. This
U.S. number, as horrific as it is, pales before the estimated 2 billion abortions performed worldwide in that
time – that is, some 40-50 million preborn children are
destroyed annually. This carnage is being conducted
either by government policy, as in India and China, or
for personal convenience, as in the United States and
Western Europe.
While the business of procured death is well established at the beginning of life, the focus now is being
turned to rid society of the aged, the disabled, and the
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incurably infirmed. Under the guise of compassion, human dignity and quality of life,
the very elderly and the terminally ill are becoming subjects for euthanasia. Although
this movement is still in its infancy, it is increasing in Western Europe and gaining acceptability in the United States.
Euthanasia takes several forms. The most prevalent is voluntary suicide, usually
approved or assisted by a physician. In the Netherlands, doctors may provide lethal
drugs to anyone over the age of 12 whose suffering is unbearable with no prospect
of improvement, as well as to persons with depression, dementia, and other forms of
mental illness. In Belgium, terminally-ill children of any age may be given lethal drugs.
In the United States, physician assisted suicide is legal in six states and the District of
Columbia, while 27 other states have considered it. The primary motivation in these
cases is the alleviation of suffering.
A second variation is non-voluntary euthanasia in which a guardian’s judgment is
substituted for that of the patient. This may occur when the person is in a persistent
coma or is a infant and thus unable to consent. In 2005, upon her husband’s request,
a Florida court ruled that Terri Schiavo, who was in a lengthy coma, should have her
feeding tubes disconnected; it was done and she literally starved to death over a twoweek period. The concern here is the cost of treatment and in the case of severely
disabled newborns the child’s future quality of life.
A third, and perhaps the most callous approach, is involuntary euthanasia, in which
a third party makes a decision to euthanize someone contrary to their desire. From
1939 to 1945 under the Aktion T4 program, the Nazis murdered about 200,000 people
at euthanasia centers to rid the state of “incurably ill, physically or mentally disabled,
emotionally distraught, and elderly people”. Today, any approach to purposely terminate another’s life against their will is almost universally considered a criminal act.
A passive form of involuntary euthanasia, however, occurs when a third party decides
that a seriously-ill person should not receive a needed life-saving treatment. Here the
motivation is strictly cost containment. In 2016, Stephanie Parker, a young mother
diagnosed with an incurable autoimmune disease, was denied insurance coverage
for an expensive doctor-prescribed therapeutic drug, but could receive payment for an
inexpensive life-ending drug. With the growing legality of physician-assisted suicide in
the United States, there is concern that this may become more common among costconscious insurance companies.
With a growing market for reusable human body parts there are those who would redefine life as personhood and death as a capacity-based sociological condition rather
than an irreversible biological state. If only those who have the capabilities deemed
necessary for personhood were considered to be alive, then infants who have not yet
developed these capacities or those who have lost them through illness, injury or age,
would become exploitable. Even though biologically living, their sociologically “dead
bodies” could be used for experimentation or as a source of replacement organs for
otherwise healthy individuals.
When large sums of money are to be made through abortion, when human organs
can be bought and sold, when the quality of life is considered more important than
life itself, when efficiency and cost containment become criteria for medical decisions,
when euthanasia becomes a therapeutic option, a culture of death rules – life is no
longer an unalienable right endowed by the Creator.
As Pope John Paul II clearly stated in his encyclical, Evangelicum Vitae: “[W]e are
facing an enormous and dramatic clash between good and evil, death and life, the
‘culture of death’ and the ‘culture of life.’ We find ourselves not only ‘faced with’ but
necessarily ‘in the midst of’ this conflict.”
As God-fearing people, we have an inescapable responsibility to protect life from
conception to natural death. Turning the cultural tide will be difficult, but with prayer
and faith it can be done.
On this 100th anniversary of Our Lady’s appearances at Fatima, we can look to her
counsel for dealing with the evils of the world. She asked us for prayers, penance and
devotion to her Immaculate Heart. In her third apparition, she said, “You must recite
the Rosary every day in honor of Our Lady of the Rosary to obtain peace for the world
and the end of the war for only she can obtain this.”
This may seem like an insignificant response to combat the enormous evils of today’s
world. But it is a devotion requested by Our Lady. She merely implores our cooperation, and she will do the rest.
Since 1946, every new Knight has been given a Rosary and called upon to “pray it as
often as you can.” Shouldn’t we do so? Is it too much to ask?

Patapsco Knight

State Deputy’s Report
State Deputy Stephen M. Cohen
cohensmc42@aol.com

W

ell, what a great Convention.
My thanks to the Convention
Committee, under the direction of John
Trainor, for one outstanding weekend.
Everything went so smoothly. Another
great job was done by the Princess
Royale. Congratulations again to all of
our award winners. Thank you for the
great work you do.
We now stand at the last month of this
fraternal year. Our sights are still set on
being in the Supreme Knights Circle of
Honor. Remember just two new members from your council will help put us
at our goal. Hold an Admission Degree
in month of June in your District and get
your Form 100s in by June 25th.
This month will be extremely busy, but
what is new; every month has been

busy. We start on June 3rd, by putting
our Charity into Action with the Kuchmas
Family benefit. We hope to raise a lot
of money this day for a family that truly
needs it.
On June 18th we hope to see you at the
Cathedral of Mary Our Queen for Corpus
Christi Sunday. This too should be a
great event. On June 21st, the Opening
mass for the Fortnight for Freedom will
be held at the Basilica in Baltimore.

the Ocean. This campaign is for individuals and councils. We will take your
pennies but we will also take your bills.
This money will be divided amongst our
Charities, to help in each of those areas.
Each bag at the Ocean this year had all
the information for our Tours program
for the year. These trips raise additional
money for our Scholarship Fund. See the
list of trips elsewhere in the newsletter
and please consider traveling with us.
Remember, in everything we do – We are
Advocates of the Lord.
Vivat Jesus!

Then we off to Solomons for the Leadership Seminar which will prepare us for
the next Fraternal year. Keep in mind this
is just a cycle. We do not stop and start
with each new year it is continuous. It
should be the same way in your council.
Don’t forget the Pennies from Heaven
campaign started at the Convention this
year. Over $500.00 was collected just at

Visit the State Council website: www.kofc-md.org

We believe in the power of prayer! Please join us in praying for the
following people:
George Mack, Dave Leinhardt, Fr. Francis Butler
If you have any prayer intentions for someone in your family, please contact Chancellor Rick
Ostopowicz via e-mail at rickounc@gmail.com to get the person’s name included in our prayers. You
may also fill out a prayer request form on our Council website.

Our Lady, Queen of the Knights, bless all the
activities of our Order. Keep us true to our
pledge, to extend the kingship of thy divine son
on earth. Through Thine intercession, win for us
the grace, ever to exemplify in our public and
private lives, the virtues that should characterize
those especially dedicated to the service of the
heavenly court. Make us always aware that as
your Knights, we are constantly observed, our
faith judged, and our Order appreciated. Accept,
O Mary, this renewed pledge of fealty and devotion, of Thy Servants, the Knights of Columbus.
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Supreme Council News
OUR ORDER’S
PRESENCE IN
KOREA HAS GIVEN
THE KNIGHTS AN
EXTRAORDINARY
OPPORTUNITY TO
SERVE THE CHURCH
By Supreme Knight Carl A.

I

Anderson

n April, Dorian and I
spent Holy Week in
South Korea visiting brother Knights and
their families. Supreme
Master Dennis Stoddard
and his wife, Linda, and
other K of C representatives accompanied us.
The visit coincided with
the Holy Week pastoral
visit of Auxiliary Bishop
F. Richard Spencer of
the Archdiocese for the
Military Services, U.S.A.,
to various military bases
in Korea.
Our pilgrimage began as
we prayed with Korean
Catholics during Palm
Sunday Mass at the
Myeong-dong Cathedral
in Seoul for the peaceful reunification of their
country. We concluded
by joining Bishop Spencer and praying with U.S.
armed services personnel and their families
during the Good Friday
liturgy at the Yongsan
Garrison chapel.
We returned to the
United States on Holy
Saturday, just hours
before Vice President
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Pence departed to South
Korea.

During the pilgrimage,
we met with Cardinal
Andrew Yeom Soo-jung,
archbishop of Seoul, who
had warmly welcomed
us during our previous
visit to the city. On this
occasion, we discussed
with him the challenges
confronting the Church
in Seoul, which is one of
fastest-growing Catholic
dioceses in the world,
and how the Knights of
Columbus could assist him in his pastoral
mission. Bishop Francis
Xavier Yu Soo-il, who
is head of the Military
Ordinariate of Korea and
a Fourth Degree Knight,
joined this meeting as
well.
We also met with the
Mayor of Seoul, Mr. Park
Won-soon, who outlined
his work to encourage
greater philanthropy and
charity throughout the
city. He invited our local
councils to be part of
these efforts.
Leaders of the recently
established St. Andrew
Kim Taegon Council
16000 and St. Paul
Chong Hasang Council
16178 gave updates on
their progress, and we
discussed their initiative to assist some of
the thousands of children who escaped with
their families from North
Korea and now live in

Seoul. These children
confront extraordinary
challenges as they
begin a new life in South
Korea. One indicator is
hard to believe: A report
recently stated that by
age 7, North Korean children are on average 8
inches shorter and weigh
22 pounds less than children growing up in South
Korea. I am tremendously proud that some of our
newest brother Knights
are seeking ways to help
these children build a
new life.
We also traveled to the
Korean Demilitarized
Zone. As we stood just
feet away from an active
mine field and looked
through binoculars at
military and other installations in North Korea,
we could better appreciate the sacrifices that our
active military and their
families make each day
as they maintain a constant state of readiness.
During our entire time in
Korea, we were — like
them — within range of
North Korean artillery
and missiles.
On Good Friday morning, we were especially
moved during our visit to
the Danggogae Martyrs’
Shrine in Seoul, at the
place where nine saints
and one blessed were
martyred during the persecution of Catholics in
1839. Because three of
the martyrs were mothers with young children,

it is also known in Korea
as the Mothers’ Shrine.
St. Magdalena Son Sobyok, for example, was
martyred with the eldest
of her 11 children, St.
Barbara Choe Yong-i. It
is also the place of martyrdom of Blessed Mary
Yi Seong-rye, the mother
of Father Thomas Choe
Yang-eop, for whom our
latest council in Korea,
Council 16685 in Wonju,
is named.
I presented the charter
to Council 16685, as well
as to Father Herman
G. Felhoelter Council
16678 at Camp Walker
in Daegu, earlier in the
week.
Pope Francis has urged
Catholics to go out to
the peripheries with
the Good News of the
Gospel and with works
of charity. In many ways,
the growth and service
of the Knights of Columbus in Korea has been
a response to the Holy
Father’s call.
Vivat Jesus!

Visit the Supreme
Council website at
www.kofc.org
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Fraternal
Benefits News
WHAT DOES A CATHOLIC
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
LOOK LIKE?

I

t’s an important question to ask.
As you consider all the options for
your family’s life insurance and
financial services, you might wonder
if any of them are actually unique. After all, every life insurance company
sells life insurance.
But the Knights of Columbus is, in
fact, unlike any other company. We
do things differently — because
both our faith and our members
demand it.
We call it the Catholic difference.
Here are a few of the things that
make us unique:
We invest morally. The Knights of
Columbus screens all of its investments according to guidelines
published by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops. We
will not invest in companies that deal
in abortions, pornography, embryonic
stem cell research, human cloning
and related endeavors.
We support the Church. Last fraternal year, the Knights of Columbus
Supreme Council and local councils
together donated $48 million to the
Church. The Order gives generously through various programs such
as the Refund Support Vocations
Program (RSVP), which, in partnership with our councils, has provided
more than $67 million in scholarships to more than 110,000 men and
women pursuing religious vocations

since 1981. The Knights also helped
to restore the facade of St. Peter’s
Basilica in 1999 for the Millennial Jubilee and purchased satellite equipment that has since broadcasted the
recent popes’ messages to the world.
The Order’s aid to the Vatican and
the pope is ongoing, with an annual
donation from the proceeds of the
Vicarius Christi fund given to the Holy
Father for his personal charities.
We put our Catholic families first. We
are not a commercial company. We
have no stockholders. We answer
only to our members. We return a
share of our profits through dividends
to our participating policyholders, and
we donate generously.
We have given more than $1.55
billion to charity in the last decade.
Most of these funds are generated
by proceeds from our insurance
business. The proceeds have gone
to causes such as pro-life initiatives,
disaster relief or aid to persecuted
Christians in the Middle East —
wherever help is needed most.
We put ethics first. Our corporate
commitment to ethics and our ethical
business practices have been applauded by the business community.
Recently, the Ethisphere Institute
named the Knights of Columbus a
“World’s Most Ethical Company” for
the third consecutive year. We are
currently one of only two companies
to have earned the designation in the
“life insurance” category.
Our members, their spouses and
their dependent children have
exclusive access to our insurance
program. Working with your brother
Knight field agent, you can purchase
top-quality products to protect your

family’s future, all while knowing that
you are supporting an organization
that shares your faith, your beliefs
and your values.
More than 130 years after our
venerable founder, Father Michael
J. McGivney, set our insurance
program in motion, we strive to stay
true to his mission and our commitment to our members and our
Catholic difference.
Other companies may come along
and try to convince you that they are
just like us. Imitation is the sincerest
form of flattery. But on closer examination, you will find what you always
suspected: There is only one Knights
of Columbus. We’ll be happy to get
to know you better and show you
that being Catholic always makes a
difference.
The Knights of Columbus has been
recognized by the Ethisphere Institute as a 2017 World’s Most Ethical
Company for the fourth consecutive
year. This recognition underscores
the organization’s commitment to
leading ethical business standards
and practices. K of C, known also
for its extensive charitable activities,
was one of only two life insurance
companies to earn the designation
for 2017.
Contact your Knights of Columbus
Fraternal Benefits Advisor
Mark T. Bateman FIC
Mark.bateman@kofc.org
410-340-8561
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Council Officers
Chaplain
Father Gene Nickol
Gene.Nickol@sjerc.org
Assistant to the Chaplain
Deacon Dave Ludwikoski
donnadavelud@verizon.net
Grand Knight
Bernie Wrisk
bwriskgk1960@gmail.com
Deputy Grand Knight
John Journell
58DGK1960@gmail.com
Chancellor
Rick Ostopowicz
rickounc@gmail.com
Warden
Anthony Viscardi
afviscardi@verizon.net
Guards
Stephen Schwing
stephen@schwinghomes.com
Ken Harness
vze1r7rb@verizon.net
Financial Secretary
PGK Michael Doetzer
mdoetzer@aol.com
Recorder
Rob Gardenghi
robg1502@comcast.net
Treasurer
Ernie Schaefer
ernieknight5@yahoo.com
Lecturer
Tim McCarthy
worthywarden7@gmail.com
Advocate
PGK Barry Casanova
BWCasanova@msn.com
Trustee – 1 year
PGK Warren Norris
wnorris64@yahoo.com
Trustee – 2 year
PGK Dennis Brose
brosetax@aol.com
Trustee – 3 year
PGK Scott Luco
lucogk1960@gmail.com

Your Opportunity
to Lock in Future
Scholarship
Support

T

his Council takes pride in
having awarded Catholic elementary and high
school scholarships since 1985.
During that year, a carnival
was conducted on the Council/
Beaumont grounds for a whole
week. The proceeds from it
were placed in separate accounts and invested until 1998
when the Patapsco Council No.
1960 Charities was formed.
This Charities corporation run
by members of our council is a
separate entity from the council
so that all contributions to it can
be tax deductible. It was formed
to raise funds for scholarships
and the other charities of the
Council. One of the funds
maintained by this Charities
corporation is an endowment
account from which the earnings only are used to provide
for the scholarships awarded.
We have earned over 8% return
on this special account, and it
currently is used to completely
fund our elementary school
scholarships. This endowment
account has grown from $5,000
to over $20,000. This fund
receives all personal contributions of $250 or more to help us
always be there for scholarship
support. We would like to ask
you if you can help us grow this
endowment account to ensure
a greater amount of scholarship
support to go on into perpetuity. If you can assist, please
send your check or cash to the
Council marked for this purpose.
Contributions to this charity are
tax deductible. Contact PGK
Dennis Brose at 443-575-6445
for more information.

Brought to you by the Knights of Columbus
Patapsco Council No. 1960
1010 Frederick Rd
Catonsville, MD 21228

Sunday, June 11, 2017, 2:00 to 6:00 pm
Music by the "Big Bopper"
Menu: Hamburger Sliders, Hot Dogs, Roast Beef
Sandwiches, French Fries with Gravy
Beer, Wine, and Soda Cash Bar
Prizes for Best Dressed and Hula Hoop Contest
Tickets: $25.00. (Non-deductible Contribution)
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Fabulous 50’s
Sock Hop

For more information, call 410-744-8754,
443-415-0684, or 410-299-8586.

